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Martin Lutber. 


Did write this booke in the beginning of my 

procedings, to the moſt gracious Prince Fride- 
rik Duke of Saxony, when he was fore ſicke. Now 
many thought good that it ſhould be imprinted, 
but when it had bene eftſones imprinted, it was ſo 
corrupted and made vnperfect, that I found many 
wordes wanting, which I my ſelfe could not con- 
iecture what they were: howbeit the ſentences [ 
haue reſtored after a ſort, and ſuch as I thinke IT ' 
had in the beginning. Neither haue I thought it 
good now to chaunge or adorne them as I could: 
For I will in this booke ſhewe a teſtimonie of my 
proceeding,and gratihe the aduerſaries, that they 
may haue wherewith to exerciſe their malice. It is 
ſufficient for me if I pleaſe my Lord Chriſt & his 
Sainctes: I reioyce from my hart, and giue thankes 
to my God.that I am enuied and hated of the de- 
uill and his Impes. 
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TO THE VV OR- 
SHIPEVLL M. HENRIE 


DALE CITIZEN AND MAR- 
chant of the citie of London, M. Gace wi- 
ſheth grace and peace from God 
the Father through Chriſt 
Ieſus our Lord. 

wn Anifold are the miſeries of mans 
& life, wherewith he is greatly grie- 
ued and ſundry wayes moleſted, 


but a ſhort time to liue, and is te- 

leniſhed with miſerie. For he 
beginneth his life wich teares & weeping , he paſ- 
ſeth it with ſorrow & trouble, and endeth it with 
dolour and payne. Wherefore it is no maruell if 
ſome haue thought that it is the beſt chinge not to 
be borne, and the next to dye quickly: and that o- 
ther ſome haue mourned and wept at the birthes 
of their friendes, and ſolemnly reioyced at their 
burialls, For what could they being deſtitute of 
the light of God and true religion, ſee in this life 
but trouble & miſerie? Yea the godly themſelues, 
as they haue in all ages ſuffered many afflictions 
in this life, ſo haue they paſſed through the ſame 
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THE EPISTLE 


as through a ſtraunge countrie . For if heauen be 
our countrie, what is the earth els but a place of 
baniſhment? wherein being exiled from true de- 
lightes and pleaſures, we liue in a ſtate vnquiet, 
troubleiom,and many wayes miſerable, as to him 
that ſhall duely conſider the ſundry troubles that 
are incident to all ſortes of men in this life, wil ea- 
fily appeare. | 
Foraſmuch then as this life is ſo miſerable , as 
both the Saints of God haue pronounced of it, 
the very heathen haue accounted it, & daily expe- 
rience proueth it, & yet neuertheleſſe we, ſeein 
God hath placed vs in it, muſt remaine therein al 
he call vs away: great neede we haue of ſuch con- 
ſolation & encouragement as may be a meane to 
make vs paſſe the time thereof without grudging 
& imparicncie.For of our ſelues we are very fraile 
& weake,not able to reſiſt, much leſſe of power to 
ouercome, as is manifeſt by them, who in the time 
of affliction haue through impaciẽcie murmured 
againſt God, albeit there both haue bene, and are 
many, who being not of them ſelues but by other 
meanes ſupported, haue patiently ſuſtained many 
troubles and miſeries. 
Wherefore I truſt that my labor ſhall not be 
thought ill beſtowed , but rather profitably em- 
ploied, which I haue taken in tranſlating this trea- 
tiſe into the Engliſhe tongue, for that it tendeth 
chiefly to the conſolation of ſuch as are in afflicti- 
on and diſtreſſe. For that which the title of this 
booke portendeth, the matter thereof ſufficiently 
proueth, namely that it containeth conſolations 
for them that labor and are laden, that is, that ſuf- 
fer 
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| DEDICATORIE. n 
fer afllictions and troubles in this life: ſo that they 
which ſhall diligently read and peruſe the ſame, 
may be ſo confirmed thereby, that when they be 
troubled with hardnes of aduerſitie, they may not 
be ouercome or throwne downe therewith:when 
they be moleſted with griefe & ſorrow, they may 
be alſo delited with ſpirituall ioy: when they be e- 
uen diſtreſſed: with troubles and afflictions, they 
may receiue courage againe, being cheared with 
fundry conſolations , & ſo patiently ſuffer accer- 
ding ta Gods will whatſoeuer it ſhall pleaſe him 
tolay vpon them. 

Howe great this commoditie is,it plainely ap- 
peareth not onely by this, that the feelinge of 
the preſent affliction is thereby aſſwaged, but 
by this alſo, that it is a meane to moue and make 
vs to obey Gods will, which otherwiſe 'we 
woulde be readye to reſiſt, and to ſuffer patient- 
ly, whereas otherwiſe we woulde by impatien- 
cic on ſtubborne agaynſte the righteouſnes of 
God. 5 
Wherefore foraſmuche as I am not ignoraunt 
that the croſſe is vſually incident to the godly, 
and that through many afflictions we muſt enter 
into the kingdome of God, I am bolde to com- 
mende this treatiſe to all the godly in generall, to 
be read of them to their ſingular commoditie 
and comfort, but eſpecially to your worſhippe, 
whoſe godly conuerſation both of a longe tyme 
hath bene, and dayly is an euident teſtimonie 
of your ſyncere and vnfeyned profeſſion of 
Chriſte his religion: deſiringe you to eſteeme 


thereof , not accordinge to the quantitye or 
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eutward'appearance (for then ſhall you make but 


{mall account of it, being both litle in quantitie, & 


adorned with no eloquent tearmes or glorious 
wordes) but according to the frute that the godly 
ſhall reape by diligent reading therof. For pearles 
and precious ſtones for the molt part are in quan- 
titie but ſmall, and in outward appearance (imple, 


which in value notwithſtanding ate great and in 


vertue excellent. Howbeir being lufficiently per- 
{waded of yeur well accepting hereof, I will not 
ſtand vpon this point, leſt I ſhoulde ſeeme in any 

wiſe to dout of it, but doe deſire Almighty God, 

that as you haue hitherto liued in his feare, 

ſo ye may dayly increaſe, and con- 
ſtantly contmue in the ſame 
Even vnto the ende. 


Your vvorchips at commaundement 


W. Gace. 
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TO THE MOST 


FE AMO VS PRINCE AND 


LORD, THE LORD FRIDERIK, 
| Duke of Saxonie, &c, his r 1 


Rr Lord. TY 
J V. * 575 and con 25 hathe 
left a commaund ement which, pertay - 

IJ vert indifferently to all Chriſtians that 
vo ſhould performe the duties of hu- 

LD manitie, or rather ¶ as the Seri 
calleth them ).the. warkes of mercy to the afflifted and 


miſerable e that we ſhould viſit the ſicke, endouour to 


deliuer the captiues, and doe ſuch like to our neigh- 
bour, whereby the preſent euills may be ſomemhat aſ- 
ſwaged. Hareof our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath in himſelfe 
ſet Porch vnto vs a moſt manifeft e ſingular example, 
wheras of his. exceeding lone toward mankjnd,he came 
downe fromthe. boſom ef the father into our miſeries 
and into our priſon, that is, into our fleſh and moſt, mi- 


ſerable life, and rovke the puniſhment of our ſinnes vp+ 


on him ſelfe, that we might be ſaued according as E- 


ſai ſayth chap.43 Thou haſt laden me with thy ſinnes, 


and wearied me with thy ungodlines, &c. If there be 
any whom this ſo manifeſt & ſingular an example doib 


not ſtirre vp, and the authoritie of Gods commannde- 
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ment added therunto doth not mone to performe theſe 
workes of chavitie, ſurely he ſhall 1 in the last 
iudgement heare the voice of the angrie Indge 2 
thou curſed into euerlaſting fire. For Iwas 2 
thoy didſ? not viſit me, but being altogether unthank 
full for the (exceeding benefits which 1 NR on 
thee and all the world, thou didſt not enen in the moft 
lenden duties reljeue or helpe thy brethren: no not me 
Chriſt in my brethren. 
F oraſmuch therefore moſt famous IDF 421 ſee 
your Grace 10 be ſore Hehe, and that Chriſt Py is ficke 
in you, I haue thought it my dutie to viſit your Grace 
by writin g ſomewhat vnto you. For I can not diſſemble, 
What 1 40 not here the voice of Chriſt out of your 
Grace body und fleſhe crying to me and ſaying : Be- 
hold Fam ſicke here. For theſe ewills) >» bamely 122 
and ſuch lille, not we Chriſtians onely, tet Chriſt him- 
felfe alſo our Lord and Sautour, in whom we liue, dot h | 
2 as he manifeftly wieneſſech in the Goſpell: | 
VFhatſoeuer ye doe to the leaſt of mine, ye doe it vnto 
me. Nowe although we owe this duetie to all that are 
fiche in generall, that we doe viſit and comfort them, 
yet Hoe we owe it chiefly to them that be of the hou> 
hold of faith. For Paule doth plamely diſtinguiſh be- 
rweene aliens, and them that profeſſe the fame faitb 
with vs, or with home we haue ome alliance. wu | 
lat. G. | 
Howbejt 1 haue other reaſonis ale f my duetie. For 
I kriow that I as one of your Graces ſubieFes,togither 
with the reſt of your ſubieFes ought to be moued with 
your Graces ſichnes,and to be as it were ſicke togither 
with you, as the member with the head,in whom all our 


good are, ſafetie, and proſperitie'conſiteth. For we 
aehnow- 
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acknowledge your Grace to be as a certain Naamã by 


whom God at this day gineth health to Germanie, as 


in time paſt by him he gaue health to Syria, VVhere- 


fore euen the whole Romane Empire hath your Grace 


in admiration,doth reuerence and honour you as a fa- 
ther of the countrie, as a ſingular ornament and ſafe- 
gard of the whole Empire, but eſpecially of the Ger- 
mane nation. 4 
Neither do we owe this only to your Grace, to com- 
fort you as much as we are able, and as it were to beare 


the preſent caſe with you,but much rather to pray un -- 


to God for your health and recouerie: which I hope is 
done with all diligence and endeuour of your Graces 
ſubieFes. As for my ſelfe, whom many notable bene- 
fits and pleaſures haue made a dettour to your Grace 
more then the reſt, I acknowledge that I ought by ſame 


ſingular duerie to declare my thank fulnes. But becauſe 
in this ſclendernes of abilitie and power, I am able to 


performe no notable thinge, D. George Spalatine, who 
is your Graces Chaplen, aduertixed me that I ſhoulde 


doe well to make ſome ſpirituall conſolation & ſend it 


to your Grace, for that that would be a thing very/ac> 
ceptable unto you YVherefore I thought it nos good to 
doe contrary to the aduertizement of my fende, and 
therefore haue 1 gathered togither theſe fourteene 
chapters, being compriſed as it were in a table, and 
haue intitled them 


Teſſaradecas, that they might be That is, 
in ſteede of fourteene Sainfes which our ſuperſtition fourteen, 
made and called the driuers away of all ewills. How- or that 


beit this is not a ſiluer but a ſpirituall table, where - which 


with, not the walls of temples are to be adorned, but the conſiſteth 
godly mind is to be comforted and confirmed. And 1 of that 
hope that is will be very profitable to your Grace in number. 
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| this preſent ſlate. Nowe it is diuided into two partes, | 
| whereof the former contayneth ſeuen conſiderations of © 
euilli, whereby the preſent griefes and troubles are mi- 

tigated and aſſaged. The latter contameth likewiſe 
ſeuen conſiderations of good thinges tending to the 
ſame ende.VVherefore I deſere your Grace to take this 

my ſimple labour in good parte which I pray God 
ye may ſo enioy, that by diligent reading 
and confideration of this trea< 
uſe ye may haue ſome eaſe. 
I humbly commend me 


to your Grace, 


Your humble and obedient ſub- 
ect MARTIN LvTHER. 
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THE PREFACE.” 


e He Apoſtle Paul in the 15. 
9 5 2 z chapter of his Epiſtle to the 
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KRomanes ſpeaking of chri- 
Y Ca ſtian comfort, ſayth : Bre- 
W thren, VVhatſoeuer things 
haue ben written afore time, were written 

for our learning, that we through pati- 
ence, and comfort of the Scriptures might 
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haue hope. V Vhereby he plainly teacheth 


that our comforts mult be taken out of 
the holy Scriptures. Nowe the holy Scrip- 
tures vie two ſortes of comfort, inaſmuch 
as they commend vnto vs the conſidera⸗ 
tion of two ſortes of things, namely of e- 
uill things and of good things, according 
as the wiſe man ſayth: In tlie day of affli- 
ction remember proſperitie: & in the daß 
of proſperitie be mindful of affliction. For 
the holy Ghoſt knoweth that every thing 
is of ſuch ſort & ſo great to man; of what 
ſort and how great his opinion is thereof. 
For that which is counted vile & nothing 
eſteemed, doth litle moue, either with 
loue if it come, or with griefe if it depart. 
V Vherefore he laboureth moſt earneſtly 


23 


' HE PREFACE. 
to call man from the opinion & affeRion 
of thinges, which vvhen he hath brought 


to paſſe, all thinges are then indifferent. 


Novve foraſmuch as this calling is done 
eſpecially by the vvorde, vyhereby the 


opinion is transferred from the thinge, 


vvhich is preſently felt to the thing vvhich 


either is abſent or not preſently felt, it is 
by good reaſon that vve shall haue no cõ- 
fort but by the Scripture, which in the day 
of affliction calleth vs to the conſiderati- 
on of proſperitie, vvhich is either preſent 
or to come: alſo in the day of proſperitie 
calleth vs to conſider affliction. But that 
theſe conſiderations may be more eaſie 
vnto vs, vve vvill diuide eicher of them in- 


to ſeuen partes. To the former shall be re- 


ſerred the euills vvhich are to be conſide- 
red of a man: Firſt vvithin him ſelfe : Se- 


condly before him: Thirdly behind him: 


Fourthly beneath him: Fiftly on the 
left hande : Sixtly on the right 
hand: Seuenthly a- 
boue him. 
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1 
THE FIRST CHAP- 


TER OF THE FIRST CON- 
fideration, which is of the in- 
ward euil. 


His is certaine and moſte 
I 2 true, whether man beleeue 
— Il i tit oz not, that there can be 

10 wh de 10 


none ſo great trouble & vex⸗ 
ation in man, which is the 
woꝛſt of the euills which are in him, ſo ma⸗ 
ny moe and greater euils are there in him 
then which he feeleth. Fo? il he felt his e- 
uill, he ould feele euen hell: fo2 he hath 


hel in him ſell. Dooſt thou demaund, howꝰ 2» hh 


Hell in him 


The Pꝛophet ſayth: All men are lpars. ſelfevhich 


And againe: Euery man liuing is altogi- 


but to be without veritie, and not to be in 


deede, is to be without God, and to be no- 
thing: and this is to be in hell, and to be 
condemned. Therefoze God mercifully 
chaſtening vs, openeth vnto vs and layerh 
vpon vs the ſmaller + lighter euils —— 
ing, chat if he ſhould bꝛing man to þ know⸗ 
ledge of his euill, he ſhould foxthwith pe · 


is the grea- 


ther vanitie . Now to be a lyar and vaine :e/ el in 
is to be voyd of veritie, c not to be indeed; n 


2 Conſolations for them 

riſh ina moment: howbeit he hath giuen it 

to ſome to haue a feeling and taſte of it, of 

whome it is ſapd: Hebzingeth downe to 

the graue, and fetcheth vp againe. Theres | 

foze they (ap rightlp who cal coꝛpoꝛal ſuf- | 

ferings certaine adyertizements of the in- 

ward euill. And the Apoſtle Heb.12 cal- 

17 leth chem p fatherly chaſtenings of God, 
vis God ſaying: Me ſcourgeth euery ſonne that he 
ſcourgech kłeceiueth. Mhich he therefoze doch, that | 
every ſonne hy theſe ſcourges and ſmall euills he may 
whom he re ęxpell thoſe great euills, leaſt we ſhould at 
ceeth. anp time feele them, as it is ſapd Pzouerb, | 
22: Fooliſhnes is bound in the hart ofthe 

child, and the rod of co2rection ſhall dzine 

it awap . Are not godlp parents alſo moe 

| grieued by their childzẽ if they be theeues 
| nn euill, then if they be wounded ? pea thex 
doe them ſelues beat and wound them that 


ll they map not be euill. | | 
-  Godſufſe. _ What therefoꝛe is the cauſe that this 
reeth not very euil is not felt? truely as I haue ſaid, | ' 

m2 to feele God diſpoling it it commeth lo to paſſe, 
pi: grea!eſt that man may not be vtterly diſcouraged, | | 
| 
| 


„ ikhe ſhould ſee his moſt inward euils. Fo2 | 
God hideth them , and will haue them 
ſeene by only faith, while he ſheweth them | 

by 


Thatlabor and are laden. 3 
by the euill that is felt. Therefoze inthe 


day of affliction oz when thou ſuffereſt euil 
thinges,remember: good thinges: conſt= 
derhowe great a good thinge it is not to 
know all the euill, be mindfull ofthis good 
thinge, and the euil which thou feeleſt ſhal 
leſſe diſquiet oz trouble thee. Sao againe in 
the day when thou enioyeſt good thinges, 
remember euill things, that is, while thou 
art not grieued with choſe that be very e⸗ 
uills in deede, in this want of griefe-be 
thankefull,and remember the very euills, 
then will it come to palle that thou ſhale 
leſſe feele the cuill that is fel. 

It is manifeſt therefoze that the want 
of griefe is alwayes greater in man in 
this life, then griefe,noc fo2 that che whole 
euill is not pꝛeſent, but becauſe there 
is no opinion oz affection thereof by the 
goodnes of God, who hideth it. Pereupon 
we ſee them to whom it is giuen to behold 
their very endl, howe rigoꝛous and cruell 
they are againſt them ſelues, howe they 
count it nothing whatſoeuer they can ſuf- 
fer in their whole life, ſo as they feele not 


their hel. So would euer y one doe, il he ei⸗ 
ther felt oz firmely beleeued his inward e 


The com- 
fort of the 


firſt conſi- 


deration. 


Frutet of 


Conſolations for them 


euill: he would of his owne acco2d call foz 
outward euills, he would ſpozt in them, & 
would neuer be moꝛe ſad oz ſozrowfull, thẽ 
when he had no euills, as we know ſome 
of the Sainctes to haue done, 
IUherefoge in the firſt comfoꝛtable cons 
ſideration, a man may ſay to him ſelf; thou 
dooſt not yet, O man, feele thine euill, re⸗ 
ioyce and giue thankes, that thou art not 


tompeld to feele it: and ſo a ſmall euil be- 


ing compared with one that is very great, 
ſhall be made light and eaſte. This is that 
which fome ſape: Jhaue deſerued farre 
wozle things, yea euen hel it ſelfe: an _ 
thing ſurely tobe ſpoken, but intolerable 

to be felt. And this euil albeit it be hid, pet 
both it ſhew foꝛth his frutes ſufficiẽt grie- * 
uous: thele are feare and the vncertainty : 


the greateſt gf g trembling conſcience, whereby faith | 


euill whic 
is in man. 


is impugned.whiles man knoweth not oz 
douteth whether he hach God fauozable 
vnto him, which frute is lo much moze bit- | 
ter as faith is weaker. And this only infir⸗ 
mitie being wel weped, foꝛaſmuch as it is 
ſpiritual, is farre moze grieuous then that 
ofthe body, which it doth make exienmoſt | 

ligbt, being diligently compared vnto it. 
Beide 
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| theſaniechinge, ſo that the 10. Plalme 
ſapth well: final and great bealtes, and 
thinges creepin 
| ſeaofthis woꝛlde, that is;tifinite fo 
tentuttons, wherefoze Job chap. 7.  ealleth 
| thelifeofmana tentation. Rod theſe are 
not therefoꝛe no euils becauſe they elle 
felt, but betauſe thzough vſe and daily cu⸗ 

ſome they are nothing accoimtevof?; and 
| affliction c opinion in thele: ts womne'dur, 
| by the wozkeof God:wherefoze thoſe that 


Le 
f 


That labor and are laden. 5 
Beſide theſe, to the inward euils pertai⸗ 
neth all that tragedy, which the Þzeacher 
deſcribech, whereas he ſo often maketh 
mention of vanitie and affliction of the ſpt- 
rit. Foz how many counſels doe we take in 
vaine? how many of our deſires are fru- 
ſtrate ? how many thinges doe we ſee, how 
many things do we heare which we would 


not? Euen thoſe thinges which tende to 


our deſtre, fall out contrary to our deſtre, ſo 
that there is nothing entire and perfect, 
Moꝛeouer all theſe thinges are ſo muche 
greater as one is placed in higher place 02 
ſtate, who muſt needes be tot with karre 
moꝛe and greater ſourges, waues, t tem⸗ 
pets then the reſt that are eronbled with 


g innumetabie, are in the 
tes of 


B 


Feare what which is called feare, which ſome define £0 


zt i. 


Tone. 
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be rare doe rather moue, which as pet we 


haue by no vle learned to contemne. So 
that it is true, that we doe feele ſcarce the 


thouſandth part ol our euills:it is alſo true 


that our euills are meaſured, felt, o2 not 
felt, not by the veritie of the thinge, but by 
our opinion and affection. 


The ſecond chapter of the ſecond conſi- 


deration, which is of the euill to 
come or before a man. 


eu 


great, that hereunto alone is referred that 
great and one of the pꝛincipall affections 


be an affection oł the euill to tome, actoꝛ⸗ 


ding as the Apoſtle ſaith Rom. 11: Be not 
The eullis hie minded but ſeare. This euil is ſo much 
greater, as it is moze vncertaine, of what 
ſozt and how great it wilbe when it tome, 
ſo that it is a common ſaying: There is no 
age to whom p ſcabb may not come, which 
notwithſtanding is an euill that is wont to 


bappenc fo chilvzen and infancs,So chat no 
man 


I will nut a litle lighten euery pꝛelent 
ill, ik thou turne thy mind to them that 
are to came, which are ſo many, ſuch, e ſo | 
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man is free and exempt from any euills of 

any man, but whatſoeuer one man ſuffe- 

reth, the ſame alſo may an other ſuffer, 

This is verilied by the hiſtoꝛies t tra: 1 

giedies of all ages, by all che complaints of 
| the whole wozld: by moꝛe then thꝛee hun⸗ 
d2ed ſozts of diſeaſes, whereby mans body 
nap be troubled, as ſome haue well noted. 
| Ifthere beſo maup diſeaſes, hom many o⸗ 
ther il chaunces thinkeſt thou wil there be 
bol other thinges, of frendes, finally of the 
minde it ſelfe, which is the pꝛincipall ſub⸗ 
iect of all euills, and the onely receptacle 
| offozrow and euills⸗ 
MPMPaonꝛeouer the fozce & feeling of euils is 
ſo much moe increaled, by howe much the 
ſtate is greater æ moze wozthy, wh? as pos 
uertie, ignominie, x all il chauntes, ſeeing 
that they may euen ſodenly come, muff 
needes, foꝛaſmuch as all thinges hange as 
it were by a ſclender thꝛead, be feared eue⸗ 
rp howꝛe, no other wiſe then that ſwo2de, : 
| which Dionpſe the tyꝛan hoonge ouerthe,, ,. 
head olhis gueſt. Now whatſoeuer ok theſe Jas. 

do not come, it is to be counted fo2 aduaſi⸗ — wi, 
tage, x fo2 no ſmal cofozt againſt that euill 3 
that chaunceth, ſo that thou 7413 com: praiſe God, 


en *T9UJNT 
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M4 | hw we ts e- pelledto ſay with Jeremie: it is thzough 
. * 8 p Ar the mercies of y Loꝛde that we are not de · 

den dual. ffroyed. Fo; whatſoeuer of them doth not 
few er nene Chaunce,it chaunceth not, the right handor 
come vnto 5; Migheſt letting oꝛ pꝛohibiting it, which 
my mightely pꝛeſerueth vs on euery lide as it 
is declared in Job, ſo that Satan and euils | 
doe euen grudge and beare it vnpatients | 
ly that they are letted and pꝛohibited. 
Mherloꝛe we ſee, how ſweetely the Lozw 
is to be loued, as often as any thing chaun⸗ 
ceth vnto vs,fozalmuch as by this one euil 
our moſt louing father admoniſheth vs to 
conſider howe many euils are ready to aſ- 
ſaile vs, if he did not ſtay and let them: as if 
he ſayd: Satan and a huge heape ofenills | 
deſire to lifte thee : but J haue ſet boundes 
to the ſea, and haue ſayd vnto it, hitherto 
Death the {hall thy ſwelling waues come, and here 
moſt terri · ſhall they ſtay, as he ſayth in Job chap.28. 
ble ex moſt But none of them ſhall come, perhaps the 
certaine e- mill of God being ſo: howbeit that which 
50 ee o all terrible things is ſayd to be the grea⸗ 
of the com- teſt, namely death, ſhall moſt certainely 
ming ther- tome, and nothing is moꝛe vncertaine then 
ef moſt vn the hower thereof. Ahich euil is ſo great, 
certamee that we ſee that many men had rather liue | 
even 
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euen with all che foelayd euils, then they 
being ended to dye once. And to this one 
the Scripture alſo, wheras it contemneth 
the reſt, rekerrech feare, ſaying; Remem- 
ber the end and thou ſhalt neuer do amiſſe. 

Conſider how many meditations, howe 
many bookes, how many meanes and re⸗ 
medies are oꝛdained hereunto, ſo that with 


the remembꝛance ofthis onely euill it is v 


ſual to fray men from ſinnes, and make the 
wonld contemptible, to lighten ſufferings 
and euills, and to comkoꝛt che afflicted by 
comparing their euills wich ſo hoꝛrible x 
great an euill, which ſhall at one time oz o⸗ 
ther ol neceſſitie come. There is no man, 
| who would not with to ſuffer all euills, if 
thereby he might auoide the euill of death. 
This the Sainctes alſo haue feared: this 
| Chzilt ſuffered wich feare and ſweat like 


_ | dzoppsofblood, So that the diuine mercy 


| hath bene careful co ſtrengthen e comfoꝛt 
| che weake faint harted in nothing moze 
then in this euill as we ſhall ſee hereafter, 

! Asfo2 Chiiffians they haue a ſpeciall 


and pꝛoper cauſe to feare the euill to come, at eit 
which exceedeth all the other euils: this is % gn, 
that which p Apoſtle ſetteth fo2th 1. Coz. ought to 

| B itt. ſtare, - 
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10 Conſolations for them 
Io. ſaping: Let him that thinketh he ſtan⸗ 

1 deth, take heede leſt he fal. Do llipperie is 
1 the wap, ſo mighty is the enemy, being ar- | 
BW med with our owne pꝛoper ſtrength (that 
is, with the aydes of the fleth & of all euill 
affections) accompanied w infinite bands 

# companies of the wozld, with delights & 
pleaſures on the right hand, with croubles 
ih r the euil wils of men on v left, beſide that 
* art, a thouſand wayes to hurt, ſeduce, c de⸗ 
ſtroy, whereol he is moſt ſkilfull. Me liue 

ſo that we are not ſure of our good purpole 

ſo much as a moment. Cypztan ſpeaking 

of many ſuch things in his epiſtle of mo⸗ 

talitie, teacheth that death is to be wiſhed | 

as a ſpeedy helper to auoyde theſe euilss 

True Chꝛi· And foꝛ the moſt part where men haue 

ftians con- à godd hart, æ duely reuolue in their minde 

tene death, theſe infinite perils, we ſee them, deſpiſing 

3 life and death, that is all the afozeſaide e- 

maß 1 uills, wiſh to be loſed, that they may be al⸗ 
luueredſ ſo loſed from this euill of ſinnes wherein 

the euillof they are, as we haue ſayd in the firſt chap⸗ 

fnne. ter, and into which they may fall, whereol 

we ſpeake nowe. And ſurely theſe are two 
moſt weighty realons,to moue vs not dne⸗ 
ſy to wiſh faz death, but alſo to * 


err 
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all euills, nat co beare one euil onely light⸗ 
Ip, if the Lozde ſhall giue to any to be mo⸗ 
ued with them, foz it is the gift of God to 
be moued with them. Foz what true Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian will not wiſh euen to dye, and not on- 
Iy to be ſicke, who leech and feeleth, that he 
while he liuech in healthe, is not onely in 


nes, and continually map and daily doth 
fall into moe, and ſo without intermiſſion 


doth contrarp to the moſte louing will ol 
his molt louing Father? Mich this vehe- 
mencie of indignation Paule beinge mo⸗ 
ued (as it is declared Rom. 7.) when he 
had complapned that he did not the good 
which he woulde, but che euill which he 


would not, cryed out: O wꝛetched man 
that J am, who ſhall deliuer me from the 
bodye of this death The grace of God 
| ſayth he by Jeſus Chailt, xc. Pe litle lo⸗ 
uech God his Father, who doth not chooſe 
rather the euill ol death, then this euill of 


ſinning ſeing that he hath oꝛdayned death 


hereuntothat this euil may at the laſt haue 
an ende, and death may be the miniſter ol 
life and righteouſnes, whereotk ſhal be ſpo⸗ 
x | kenhereaſter, 
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The third chapter of the third conſide- 
14 ration, which is of the euill paſt 
1 or behind vs. 


HErein moze then in reſt notably ſhi⸗ 

nech the ſweete mercye of God the fa | 

ther, which is able to comfozt vs in all our |. 

Ve mall diſtreſſe. Fo2 euery man neuer feelech the 

hen chien hand of God moꝛe pꝛeſent vpon him, then 

ff 5--<nec When he calletb to minde the yeares of his 
adio life paſt.Sainct Auguſtine laith:Jfa man 
ward vs, e ſhould chooſe either to dye, oz to leade a- | 

the care gaiue his lite paſt, he would choole rather 

%%%,  todie,confidering ſo great perills g euils, | 

+ »henne Which he hach ſcarce and hardely auoided, | 

cof:der our Which ſaying is molt true, if it be well & 

ife pal. duely weped, Fo2 here a man map ſee, hom 

olten he hath without his owne ſtudye, 

without his owne care, pea without and 

contrary to his deſire, done and ſuffered | 

many thinges, whereok he did not ſo much 

as thinke befoze they were done, 02 in do⸗ 

ing, that the woꝛke being ended. he is then 

firſt compelled to ſay: Powe hath it tome 

to paſſe that Jhaue done theſe thinges, 

which J did not thinke on, oz thought — o- 

| ther 
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| careonhim,fo2 be careth fo2 you, 


| ſermons, petour life it ſelfe led thzough ſo 


Thatlabor and are laden, 13 
ther thinges ? ſo that che pꝛouerbe is true: 
Man purpoleth , but God diſpoſeth, that 
is, altereth, and bztngeth to paſle an other 


| thinge then man purpoleth, that even in 
this one thinge we can not denie, that our 
| life and actions are gouerned & directed, 

not by our owne wiſedom, but by the mar- 
| uelous power, counſel, æ goodnes of God, 
| Hereby we perceiue howe often God hach 
bene w vs, when we neither ſawnoz felt it, 


and how truely Peter ſapd: Caſt all pour 
UWiherfoze if there were no bookes noꝛ 


many euills and perills, if it be well conſt⸗ 


dered, doth abundãtly commend the good⸗ 
nes ot God to be pꝛeſent with vs, & moſt 
ſweete vnto vs, who hach farre otherwiſe 
then we either thought oz felt, bozne vs as 
it were in his boſome, and as Moles ſayth 
Deut. z 2: The Lozd hath kept him as the 
apple of his eye, he hath led him about, and 
taried him on his ſhoulders. And hereup⸗ 
on came thole ſayinges in the Jſalcer ; J 
remember the time paſt, J meditate in all 
thy wozks,yea J do meditate in the wozks 
ol thy handes: J will remember the won- 
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ders of olde: And againe: J remembꝛed 

thy iudgements ok old, and haue bene com: 

* ww fozted.All theſe and ſuch like tende to this 
5" confor. ende, that we ſhould knowe, that if we ſee 
;dinihe that God was then p2elent with vs, when 
preſent euil wedid not thinke thereof, neither he did 
when we cõ ſteme tobe pꝛeſent, we ſhoulde not doubt 
ras hon that he is nowe alſo pꝛeſent, when he ſee⸗ 
C meth vnto vs to be abſent. Fo; he that p10: | 
harh preſer tected and pꝛeſerued vs in many neceſſi⸗ 
ved vs in ties without our owne care oz thinkinge 
our life paſt thereof, he J ſaye will not fozſake vs ina 
ſmall matter although he leeme to fo2ſake | 

vs, acco2ding as he ſapth in Eſat: A litle 

while haue J foʒſaken thee, but with great 
mercifulnes ſhall J take ther vnto me. 
Pereunto thou mayſt adde:TAho hath had 

care of vs ſo many nightes when we flept? | 

who was carefull fo2 vs as dften as we la- 

bozed, plaied, and did infinite other things, 
wherein we were nothing carefull foꝛ our 

ſelues? | 

So we ſee how al our care, whether we 

will o2 no, muſt be referred co God alone. 

n God we being very ſeldom left to our owne coũ⸗ , 


leaueth vs 


ſomerime to (C1192 care, which notwithſtanding ß Lozd * 
our ovne lometime doth, that he map teach vs to ac 
care. he him knowledge | 
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tweene his care and ours. Therefoꝛe he 
ſometime ſuffereth ſome light ſicknes 02 
other euil to come vntovs , making ſem- 


| blance þ he hath no care of vs/fo2 in deede 
there is no time whẽ he careth not koꝛ vs) 
notwithſtanding he doth in the meane ſea 
ſon pꝛohibit let, that ſo many euils as are 


knowledge his goodnes, that we may per- , ſelfe ſee- 
ceiue howe muche difference there is be- 


ming N68 19 


care for vs. 


ready to aſſaile vs, do not together on eue: 
e ry ſide come viol?tly vpon vs, that he may 
a try bs as moſt deare childzen whether we 


will commit our ſelues to his care being 
| knowne of vs thzough all p reſt of our life, 


t marke how vnpꝛofttable # impotent our 


! owne care is. Foꝛ what doe we pꝛolit our 
ſelues, oꝛ what ca we pꝛoſit our ſelues in al 
our life, who in a litle while can not cure & 
remedie one onelp payne of the legge⸗ 


Why then are we ſo careful in the point 


od one perill oz euill, and doe not leaue the 


care to him, when as our life it felfe being 


witnes, we are kept and pꝛeſerued in ſo 
manp euills without our owne labour oꝛ 


| | crauvel? To know # ditely to conſider theſe 


things, is to know þ works of God,tome- 
ditate in his wozkes, e by p remembzance 
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Conſolations for them 
of them to be comfozted in aduerſitie and 
troubles: But they.that are ignozant here: 
of ſhall fall into that which is mentioned 
Plal. 29. Becauſe they haue not vnder⸗ 


ſtood the wozkes ofthe Lozd, noz the ope- 


ration of his handes, thou ſhale bzeake 
them downe , and not build them vp. Foz 


God hath taken fo2 them in all their life, 


who do not commit the care of them ſelues | 


to him fo2 a litle while. 


The fourth chapter of the fourth conſide- 


ration, which is of the euill be- 
neath vs. 


nes of God is ſo great, and ſo pꝛeſent with 


in we are euen impꝛiſoned, ſcarce a very 
few, and thole not at all times are ſuffered 
to aſſaile vs, ſo that every pꝛeſent euill 
wherewith we are troubled, is but an ao 
nertiʒement ofcercatne great aduauntage, 
which we haue through the goodnes of | 

God, 


they are vnthankful foꝛ all the care which 


; 
i 
| 


A vet we haue ſeene no other in all the | 
_ < Ieuills which we ſufler, but that ß good · 


vs. that among innumerable euills, where 
wich we are compaſſed in this life, x wher⸗ 
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God, whiles that he ſuffereth vs not to be 
e- | opp2clled with p multitude of euills whers 
d | with we are compaſſed. Foz it is a mira⸗ 
cle, if one be aſſailed with inſinit blowes, x 
2» | be touched but with one alone, yea it is a 
e grace that he is not ſtricken with all, a mi⸗ 
2 | racle that he is not ſtricken wich many, 

Nowe the firſt of the euills that are be: The cult. 
neath vs, is death, the ſecond, hell. I we beneath v. 
| conſiver the ſhamefull and vile death ol o- 5 . 
thers, wherewith ſinners are puniſhed, we — —— | 
| halleaſtlp percetue with howe great ad- conſid; 
. | tauntage we ſufſer leſſe then we haue de ⸗ e con/- 
ſerued. Foz how many are hanged, dzow: e¹ö ef 

ned, oz ſtricken with che woꝛd . which per · of 
happes haue done farre leſſer ſinnes then 
we, ſo that their death and milerie is ſette 
befoꝛe vs of Chꝛiſt as a glaſſe, wherein 
we mape ſee what we haue deſerued: as 
Luke 13. when certaine ſhewed him of 
! the Galileans, whoſe bloode ilate had 

mingled with their ſacrifices, he aunſwe- 

red:ſuppole pe that theſe Galileans were 

greater ſinners then the other Galileans, 

| becauſe they haue ſuffered ſuche thinges? 
Itell you, nap: but except ye amend pour 
| lines, pe ſhal all likewiſe periſh, * hinke 
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you that thoſe eighteene , vpon whom the 


tower in Siloam fell, and flue them, were 
ſinners aboue all men that dwell in Jeru⸗ 


alem? J tel vou, nay: but except ve amend 


your liues, ve ſhal all likewiſe periſh. Fo2 
we map not thinke that leſſer euils are due 
vnto vs, who haue committed greater oꝛ 
like ſinnes. Neither will the iuſtice and 
truth of God be vatuſt c falſe foꝛ vs, who 
hath determined to gine to euery man ac- 
coꝛding to his deedes. 


Ponzeouer, in hell, x eternal damnation | 
may tale howe many thouſand are there, who haue 


confort 5 not committed the thouſandth part of our 


confi- 


deration of Annes ? how many virgins arethere,chil- 
che ſecond D2en,# they whom we call innocents*how 


enz!! Be- 


neath vs. 


many religious men, Pzieſtes,#c. who in 
their whole life ſemed to ſerue God, per- | 
happs thꝛough ſome one fall are puniſhed 
fo: euer? Pere mult be no diſſembling: the 
iuſtice of God is p ſame in euery ſinne, he 
hateth r condemneth ſinne alike in whom⸗ 
ſoeuer it be found. Doe we not here ſee the 


ineſtimable mercy of God, which hath not 


condemned them who haue ſo often deſer⸗ 
ued it? Powe muche, J p2ape pou, is it 
which we can ſuffer euen in all our life, in 

reſpect | 
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reſpect ofthe eternall puniſhment, which 
they ſuffer hautng deſerued it perhaps by 
one offence, we in the meane time being 
free, and ſaued from many ſinnes which 
God paſſeth ouer and remitteth? Where» 


as we do not regard theſe benefits of God, 


o2 make light accoũt of them, it is chzough 
bnthankfulnes ꝙ a certaine ſenſeles hard⸗ 


nes of incredulitie. 
Pereunto moꝛeouer are to be referred 


ſo manp Jufidels, Gentiles, Jewes, vnto 


whom ik thoſe things had ben giuen which 


are giuen to vs, they had bene, not in hell, 


but in heauen, and had farre leſſe ſinned. 
Examples hereof Chziſt ſetteth befo2e 
our eyes Matth. I I. ſaping: Mo be to thee 


1 Coazin: Mo be to thee Bethſaida: fo2 
if the greate wozkes which were done in 
; you, had bene done in Tpzus and Sidon, 
they had repented long agone in ſackcloth 
er aſhes: but I ſay co pou, it ſhalbe caſter foʒ 

Tyꝛus & Sidon at the day of iudgement, 


! thenfo2 you. And thou Capernaum which 
artlifced vp vnto heauen, ſhalt be bꝛought 
downe co hell; foz if the greate wozkes 
! which haue bene done in thee, had bene 
done among them of Sodom, thep had re- 
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Ae ſee therefoze what great pꝛaiſe # lone 


The faſt 
comfort 
which the 
conſidera- 
tion of the 
cuill on the 
left hand 
miniſtreth 
vn Us. 


he map perceiue & feele che pꝛeſent hande 
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ry euillof this life, foʒ that we taſt ſcarce of 


Here we muſt ſet befoze our eves that 


mained to this dap:bat Jſay vnto you, that 
it ſhal be ealier fo2 them ofthe land of Bo⸗ 
dom in the dap ol iudgement, thenfo thee, 


we owe to our moſt gracious God, in eue⸗ 


one dꝛop of them which we haue deſerted, 
which Job comparech to n n to the 
lande ofthe (ea. 


| 


The fift chapter of the fift conſideration, 
which is of the euill on the left hand. 


| 
; 


1 


great companie of aduerſaries and e⸗ 
uill men, & in them we mult firſt conſider, 
that they haue not done that euil co our bo- 
dy ſubſtãce, fame, ſoules, which they would 
haue done, but that God did ſtay and let 
them: and the higher calling and ſtate that 
one is placed in, to ſo many moꝛe deceits, 
ſubtle dcuiles, ſclaunders and troubles of 
the aduerſaries is he ſubiect, in all which 


of God, That maruell is it then if we be 

ſometime touched with ſome one? 
Seconvly their owne euills are to be 
con⸗ 


WW ow_ n VWixXv 


conſidered ofvs alſo, noc that we ſhould re- 
ioice at them, but that we ſhould haue com- 
paſſion on them, Nowe they allo are ſub- 


tect to all the ſame euils, whereunto we are 4 gi" 
ſubiect, as it may be eaſily perceiued by the e e- 


foʒmer coliderattons. Yowbett herein they 
are moze miſerable then we, that they are 
out of our ſocietie, as well coꝛpoꝛall as ſpi⸗ 
ritual. Fo2 this euil which we ſuffer is no⸗ 
thing in compariſon of that, that they liue 
in ſinnes, in tnfidelicte, vnder the wzath of 


God, vnder the dominion of the deuil, moſt 
| miſerable ſlaues of vngodlines and ſinne, 


ſo that if the whole wozlde ſhoulde curſe 
them, it coulde wiſhe them no woꝛzſe. All 
which if we doe thꝛoughly perceiue, we 


ſhall alſo perceiue, with how great fauour 


and bleſſing of God we, liuing in faith, in 
the kingdome of Chziſt, in the lerutce of 
God, do ſuffer ſome litle euill of the body, 


which in ſo great plentie of moſt excellent 


thinges, ſhould not be ſo much as felt: yea 
their miſerte ought co be ſo grieuous to 
him that hath a Chꝛiſtian and godly hart, 
that he ſhould thinke his owne griefes de⸗ 
lightes . Foꝛ ſo Paule willeth Philip. 2: 
Looke not euery man on his — things; 
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The ſecond 


comfort 
which we 
may take 


ul] on the 


left hand, 
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Fo , 
—— . 


but euery man on the things of other men. 
Let the ſame minde be in you; that was e⸗ 
uen in Chꝛiſt Jeſus, who being in fozme 
of God, tooke on him the foꝛme of a ſer- 
uaunt, cc. That is, with moſt louing affe- 
ction he tooke on him our fozme,behauing 
him ſelfe no otherwiſe in our euills, then if 
they had bene his owne, ſo, as it were foz⸗ 
getting his owne good thinges, and ma⸗ 
king him ſelfe of no reputation, that he 
might be found altogether made like bnto 
men, refuling to be ſubiect to no humane 
thinge,being occupied onely in our euills. 

The Saincts being animated by this al⸗ 
kection, and by this example ſtirred vp, are 
wont to pꝛay euen foz the euills of their e⸗ 
nemies, c to do all things accoꝛding to the 
example of Chꝛiſt, æ foꝛgetting their owne | 
iniuries 02 righteouſnes, tobe careful how 
they may deliuer them from their euills, 


wherwith they are wout compariſon moze 
troubled then w their owne, as Peter wai⸗ 
teth of Lot 2. et. 2, who dwelled among 


them, which vered his righteous ſoule 
from day to day v their vnlawfull deedes. 
Thou ſeeſt therefoze how deepe a pit oł 


eutls here appeareth, x that we haue occa⸗ 


ſion 
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ſfon to take pity and compaſſion, & to fo2« 
N get our owne ſmall euil, if the lone of God 
; | be invs:thou ſeeſt alſo how litle God per⸗ 
Imitteth vs to ſuffer in reſpect of thoſe 
| hinges which they ſuffer . But whereas i che 
theſe things do litle moue bs, the cauſe is, % ef our 
; | fo2 thatthe eye of the hart is not ſufficient a 2 
* | cleare, whereby we ſhould ſee how great 2 
ignominie and miſerie of man is lying vn? mon vr. 
der ſinne, that is, being ſeparate from 
| | God,#in ſubiection vnder the deuill. Foz 
who is ſo harde harted, which is not great⸗ 
lp moued with pitie and compaſſion at the 
+ | miſerable ſight of them that lye in the poꝛ⸗ 
ches ok Churches, & in the ſtreetes, their 
faces being gnawne, their noſes and eyes 
eaten with cozruption, and their other 
members waſted with filth and rottennes, 
ſo that the mind deteſteth to thinke therof, 
„much lelle can 5j eie abide to behold it. But 
| whatdoth God intend and purpole by theſe 
s | milerable creatures, who haue like fleſh 
as we haue, x are our bꝛethzẽ like vnto vs, 
but that he may open the eies of our mind, 
bhereby we may ſee in how moze oughly 
a ſoꝛt che filch and cozruption of the ſoule 
ok a ſinner appeareth , _— he weare 

ii. 


Euill men 
enen in re- 
ſpect of out 


ward enills 
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purple and gold, roſes & lillies, as though 
he were a child of Paradiſe. But how ma⸗ 
ny ſinners are there in the wozld, to one of 
them whole bodies are full of ſozes ? 

Now theſe euills which are infinite as 
well in greatnes as in multitude, being 
concemned oz not regarded in our netgh- 
bours, this contempt is the cauſe that our 
owne euill being euen one of the leaſt ſozt, 
ſeemeth vnto vs to be very great, and that 
we thinke that no other are troubled with 
the like. But it muſt needes be that euen 
in outwarde euills alſo they are in woꝛſe 
caſe then we. That, J pꝛay vou, can be de⸗ 


are in worſe lightfull oꝛ thꝛoughly plealant vnto them, 


caſe then 
the godly. 


albeit they haue and enioy all thinges that 
they deſire, when as their conſcience can 
not be quiet? Is there a moze grieuous e⸗ 
uill then the trouble of a ſtinging conſci⸗ 


ence? Foz Elatlapth chap. 57: The wic | 


ked are like the raginge ſea that can nat 
reſt, whole water fometh with che mp2e | 
and grauell: even ſo the wicked haue na 
peace ſayth God. Ulherefoze thou mayſt 
ſee that verified in them which is wzitten 


Deut. 28: The Lodd ſhall giue thee an vn⸗· 


quiet hart, and daſing eyes, and ſozrowe of | 
minde, ; 


tly wiſhe that he might dye foꝛ them, and 
be raled out ol the booke of life, and ſepa⸗ 
rate from Chziſt, as it is wzitten Rom. 9, 
that they might be deliuered. Chiſt bur⸗ 
ning with this ʒeale and inflamed affectt- 
on died foz vs, and deſcended into hell, lea⸗ 
uing vs an example, that we alſo ſhould be 
1 ſo carefull fo2 the euills of others, foꝛget- 
ting quite our owne, pea deſirous of our 
7 0wne, | 


» ao 
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mind, and thy life ſhal hange in dout befo2e 
thee: thou ſhalt feare both dap and night, 
and ſhalt haue none aſſurance of thy life. 
In ; mozntng thou ſhalt ſay, Would God 
it were night: and at night thou ſhalt ſap, 
Mould God it were mozning, foz feare ot 
thine hart where with thou ſhalc be terrifj- 
ed, and becauſe of thoſe things which thou 
ſhalt ſee wich thine eyes. 1550 
Bꝛiefly, if one did with due affection ſee 
and conſider all the euills of euill men, ei⸗ 
ther of enemies oz frendes, he woulde not 
onely foꝛgette his owne euills, and ſeeme 
vnto him ſelfe to ſuffer nothinge, but alſo 
with Moſes and the Apoſtle Paule earne⸗ 


C iii. 
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The ſixt chapter of the ſixt conſideration, 


which! is of the euill on the right 
hand, 


OP the right hande are our frendes, by 
How we whole enills S. Peter teacheth that 
= Fay our euil may be mitigated, 1. Pet. 5: Relit 
conſiders. the Deuill, ſapth he, ſtedlaſt in the faith, 


nion of the knowing that the ſame afflictions are acc | 


euill on the compliſhed in pour bzeth2en which are in 
right hand. the woꝛld. The Church alſo deſtreth in her 
pꝛapers,; that being pꝛouaked and ſtirred 
bp by the examples ok the Saincts, it may 
imitate the bertue of their patient ſuffe- 
ring, x ſingeth after this ſozt, Dowe great 


tozments haue all the Sainctes ſuffered, ? 
that they might attaine ſafely to the victa ⸗ 


rie of tnarty2dom * 


By which woꝛds x ſinging of p Church 
we vnderſtand, that the feaſtes,memonies, 1 


and names of Sainctes are celebꝛated fo2 
this cauſe amonge other, that we may be 


euills which they haue boꝛne. By which 
meanes if they be not woꝛſhipped, al other 


kind of woꝛſhipping them can not be with: | 
out ſuperſtition, as there be many who ce · 
lebzate 


tirred vp and encouraged to beare p fame | 
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lebzate theſe things, that they may not ſuf- 
fer the euil which the Saincts by their ex- 
ample c memoꝛpe teach to be ſuffered, & 5 
they may be vnlike them, whole feaſts they 
haue that they may become like vnto them. 

But the Apoſtle doth moſt excellently of 
all handle this place of comfo in the 1 2, 


chapter of the epiſtle co the Hebꝛews, ſay⸗ 
ing: Pe haue not pet reſiſted vnto blood, 


ſtriuing againſt ſinne: pe haue foꝛgotten 
the confolation, which ſpeaketh vnto pou 
as vnto childzen; My ſonne, delpiſe not the 
chaſtening ofthe Loꝛd, neither faint when 
thou art rebuked of him. Foz whip Lozy 
loueth, he chaſteneth :e he ſeourgech euery 


ſonne that he receiueth. If pe endure cha⸗ 
ſtening, God offereth him ſelf vnto you as 
vnto ſonnes: fo2 what ſonne is he, whom 
the Loꝛd chaſteneth not? Jfcherfoze pe be 
without cozrection whereof all are parta⸗ 


kers, then are ye baſtardes and not ſonnes. 
$Bozeouer we haue had the fathers of our 


bodies which coꝛrected bs, c we gaue thẽ 


reuerence:ſhould we not much rather be in 
ſubiection vnto the father of ſpirits, ywe 


might liue ? Now no chaſtiling foz 5 pzeſFe 
ſeemeth to be iopous, but grieuous: but af 


C tit, 
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terward it bzingeth the quiet frute of righ⸗ 
teouſnes vnto them which are thereby ex⸗ 
erciſed, Thus much layth Paule. 
Who would not be terrified with theſe 
woꝛdes of Paule, where he expꝛelly affir⸗ 
meth⸗that they are not the ſonnes of God, 
which are without the cozrection of God? 
And who can be moꝛe ſtrongly conſirmed, 
t mo2e effectually comfoꝛted, then he that 
f heareth that they are loued of the Lozde | 
{it which are chaſtened of him, that they are 
r ſonnes, that they haue communion with all 
YH the Sainctes, and that not they alone doe 
1 ſufker ? This vehement exhoztation is able 
1 to makechaſtening and cozrection euen as 
1 There miable and to be loued. Neither is here a« | 
ee ny place fo2 excuſe, fo2 that ſome doe ſuf * 
1 2 — er lighter euills, ſome thoſe that be moꝛe 
e eie in fi Krituons, fo2 euery one is tried according | 
f fering, be- to meaſure, not aboue his ſtrength, as it is 
1 caſe all ſayd Þſal,80:Thou ſhalt feede them with 
ſceme not the bzead ot teares, and giue them teares 
7 to dꝛinke with meaſure. The ſame Paule 
235 alſo ſapth: God is faithfull, which will not 
ſuffer ou to be tempted abaue that vou be 
Wit able, but will euen giue the iſſue with the | 
Wh + - tentation , that ye map be able to beare it. 
Where | 
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Where therefo2e there is a greater euill, 
there are moze meanes to eſcape out of 
tentation, andmoze helpe, ſo that the in 
equalitie of ſuffering is rather in appea⸗ 
rance then in very deede. 
Dooth not che example of John Baptift, 4 
whole feaſt we celebzate at this day that he le of 
was beheaded of Herode, greatly amaze 7/* 470 
vs all, that ſo great a man, then whome a 5 ef 
greater hath not riſen amonge them that auen 3 
are begotten of women, the ſpectall friend be conſ- 395) 
olthe bꝛidegrome, ö fozerunner of Chzift, dered. | 
greater then all the Pꝛophets, that ſuch a | 
one J ſap, was not put to death at the leaſt 
bp publike tudgement, was not at the leaſt 
accuſed of ſome fapned crime, as Chꝛiſt 
was, noꝛ foꝛ the peoples ſake, but at the re⸗ 
} queſt of the daughter of an harlot which 
had daunced befoze Herode, was beheaded 
in the pꝛiſon? The ignominious death of 
thts one Sainct; and his life ſo vilely and 


-1 

alter ſo vnwoꝛthy a ſoꝛt yeelded vp into the 
> | handes ok a moſte malitious and cruell a« 
> | vultereſſe, ought to lighten and aſſwage 
2 
2 


all our euill. Mhere was God here, who 
might ſee ſuch things? where was Chzilt, 
oi woe beating this,. did quiee hold his peace? 


— — — ——— oe 
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Pe dieth as though he were vnknowne vn⸗ 
to God, men, and all creatures, What doe 
we luffer, wherein, J will not lay we may 
boaſt, but not at al be troubled, if it be com- 
pared to the death of this man? Oz where 
ſhall we appeare, if we wil luffer nothing, 
when as ſo great men do vndeſeruedly ſuf: 
fer ſo ſhamefull and ignominious death, 
and their bodies are mocked and ſcoꝛned 
of their enemies after their deach? Behold, 
ſayth the Lozd in Jeremie, they that men 
thought were vmneete to dꝛinke of the cup | 
haue dꝛunke with the firſt, & thinkeſt thou 
then to be free? No no, thou ſhalt neither 
be quit noꝛ free, but thou muſt dꝛinke alſo. 
Af . Rightly therfoze did that Eremite, who 
| m—_— when he had bene ſicke euerp yeare, being 
at the laſt one whole peare in health, was 
verp ſozrowfull.and wept bitterlp, ſaying ; 
that God had foꝛgotten him, c denied vnto 
him his grace. So neteſſarp and wholſom 
is the chaſtiſing ofthe Lozde to all Chꝛi⸗ 
The ſuffe- ſtians. f 
rings 5 the M herefoze we ſhal ſee that it is litle 02 
Saints ve nothing which we ſutfer, if we cõſider bow 
10 war 1 : the Sainctes were thꝛuſt vnder the naples | 


wel conf. With ſharpe W they were impꝛi⸗ 
dered. 5 & ſo n C 5 3 J 
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ſoned, ſlaine with the [wozd, burned, toꝛne 


| fer fo2 thy ſinnes, thou muſt reioyce, that ., * 1 
4 thy ſinnes are ſcoured: were not p Salncts king com- 14 ö 
alſo ſinners? But feareſt thouthat thou art for: cõ- 7 
like erode + the cheefe on the left hande? /4ering the 8 


what made difference betweene the theefe 9%, 
bonthe left hand and him on the right, but 
# patience in fapthe ? If thou be aſinner, 
well, the theefe was a ſinner alſo, but by 
5 patience he attained to the gloꝛy ofrighte- 
odulnes and lanctitie:which that chou ma iſt 
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in peeces w wild beaſts, c ſuffered infinite 
toꝛmẽts:pea il we doe but wey ö tentations 
of them which are pꝛeſent w vs in this life, 
and ſuffer moſt grieuous perſecutions of 
the deutll, Foz there are which ſuffer moꝛe 
ſharpelp and grieuouſly then we doe, as 
well in ſpirit as in body. 

Some ſap here: This J lament, that 


my ſuffering is not comparable to the ſuf- 
ferings of the Saincts, becauſe J am a ſin⸗ 
ner, e not wozthp to be compared w them, 
They ſuffered fo2 their innocencie, J ſuffer 
foꝛ my ſinnes, wherfoze it is no maruell if 

they (uffered all things cheerefully. This Our ſinnes 
is a verp vnwiſe ſaying, Fox if thou ſuf- „% ver 


to hinder 


Thau art not, if thou be patient: o 701" 
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doe. doe likewiſe as he did. Foꝑ thou canlk 


not ſuffer but thou ſhalt ſuffer either fo2 
ſinnes, oꝛ fo2 righceouſnes:eicher ſuffering 
doch ſanctifie and make bleſled,if thou loue 
it, and ſuffer in faith: wherefoze there is no 
excuſe remaining. Finally as ſoone ag 


thou haſt faithfully confeſſed that thou do- 


eſt ſuffer iuſtely fo2 thy ſinnes, thou art 


righteous and holy, as the theefe on the 


right hande. Fo? the confeſſion of ſinne, in 
aſmuch as it is of faith, doch iuſtiſte and 
make holy, and ſo in a moment after ſuche 
confeſſion thou dooſt not ſtiffer foz ſinnes, 
but fo) innocencie: fo; he that is righte- 
ous doth not ſuffer but innocently: but 


thou art become righteous after faichfull 


confeſſion ot thy wozthy ſuffering , and orf 
thy ſinnes . Wherefoze thy ſuffering may 
truely and woꝛthely be compared to the | 
ſufferinges ofthe Sainctes, euen as thy 


_ confeſſion of thy ſinnes may truely and 


woꝛthely be compared tothe confeſſion of | 
them: fo2 there is one faith of all, one con- 
feſlion of ſinnes, one ſuffering of euils, and 
one true communion of Satnces in all and 


though all, 


The 


The ſeuenth cha pter of the ſeuenth conſi- 
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deration, which is of the euill 
aboue us. 


] 3fly we muſt lift vp our hart on hie, & 
—aſcend vp the mountaine ot myꝛre with 


the ſpouſe. Here is Jeſus Chꝛiſt cructfied, The cuil a- 


the head ol allthe Sainctes, the chiefe of vi er 


the comfort 


all that ſuffer. The memozy of him is com- ee 1 


mended to the ſpouſe, where it is ſayd: Set era 


me as a ſeale vpon thine hart, + as alignet on :hereof 


vpon thine arme. The blood of this lambe ne. 
beinge ſtriken on the poſtes, ſuſſereth not 
the angell the deſtroyer to appꝛoch. Here- 
of is the ſpouſe commended, that her heare 


is like purple (that is, her meditation is 
red by the memozte of Chziſtes paſſton,) 
This is the tree which Moſes was com⸗ 
maunded to caſt into the waters of Marah, 

that is, bitter paſſions, they were made 


ſweete. There is nothing that this paſſion 


doch not make [weete, euen death, as the 

ſpoule ſayth: His lippes are like lillies, cant. 5. 14 

that dꝛoppe pure myꝛrhe. Nowe concer⸗ 

ning this likenes ol lillies and lippes, fo - 
aſmuch as theſe are red, & thoſe are white, 
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ſurely ſhe ſpeakech myſtically, that the 
woꝛds of Chꝛiſt are moſt gentle and pure, 
wherein is no cruell bitternes o ſpite, but 
are ſweete and mylde, which notwithſtan⸗ 
ding dꝛoppe and perſwade pure and pꝛin⸗ 
cipall myꝛre (that is moſt bitter death.) 
Theſe moſt pure & ſweete lippes are able 
to make moſt bitter death ( which as pure 
mpyꝛre taketh away at once all the ſtincke 
of ſinne ) ſweete, mild, gentle, x acceptable. 
Pow ſhal this come to paſſe? Euen while 
thou heareſt that Jeſus Chꝛiſt the Sonne 
of God, hath by his moſt holy ſuffering 
conſecrated ⁊ made holy all paſſions, euen 
death it felf,hath bleſſed malediction, hath 
gloꝛiſied ignominie, hath enriched pouer- 
ty. So that death is compelled to be p gate 
ok life, malediction the beginning of blel⸗ 
ſednes, ignominie the wap to gloꝛy. Now 
how canſt thou be fo hard harted # vnthãk⸗ 
ful, that thou wouldeſt not euen wiſh foꝛ & 
lone all the paſſions which by p moſt pure 
and holy fleſh and blood of Chziſt are ſan⸗ 
ctified, made harmeles, wholſom, blefſed 
and happy vnto thee? 

Fo? if by the touching of his molt pure 


fleſh he hath ſanccified all waters to bap- 
tiſme, 
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t · tilme. how much moꝛe by the touching of ß 
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ſame his moſt pure fleſh and blood,hath he 
ſanctified all death, all ſufferings, all iniu⸗ 
ries, all ſclaunders, all ignominie to p baps 
tiſme of the ſpirit oꝛ blood? as he ſayth of 
the ſame baptilme of ſuffering Luke 12: 
muſt be baptiſed wia baptilnie,+ howe am 
J grieued till it be ended? Thou ſeeſt how 
he is diſquieted, how he is grieued, how he 
thirſteth to ſanctifie x make amiable, paſ⸗ 
ſions & death. Foꝛ he ſaw that we were ters 


| rified w paſſions,he ſaw that we did great⸗ 


ly feare c dꝛead death. Therfoze as a moſt 
lauing ſhepeheard, and faithfull phiſition, 


minding to moderate this euil, he maketh 


haſt c with grieke deſireth to die, x by lufle⸗ 


ring to tommẽd the {ame vnto vs. So that The death 


| the death of a Chziſtian is to be counted 4 b 


like the bꝛalen ſerpent that Poles ſet vp, 
which ineuery reſpect reſembled y fozme 
of a ſerpent , but was wholy without life, 
without motion, without ventm, without 
ſtinging: ſo the righteous ſeeme in eyes 
of the vnwiſe to die, but they are in peace, 
Cle are like to them that die, neicher d oth 


our death appeare any other wiſe then the 


death of others, notwithſtanding it is an 
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other thinge, koz death is deade vnto vs, 
So allo all our other ſufferinges are like 
the ſufferings of others, howbeit in appea⸗ 
rance onely, but in very deede our ſuffe- 
rings are the beginnings ok reſt, as death 
is the beginning of life. And this is that 
which Chziſt ſapth John 8: If a man 
keepe my woꝛde he ſhall neuer ſee death. 
Howe commeth it to paſſe that he ſhall ne⸗ 
uer ſee it? becaule he dying, beginneth to 
liue, ſo by reaſon of the life which he ſeeth, 
he can not ſee death. Fo? here the night 
ſhinech as the day, fo) that the light of the 
life beginning is moze cleare, then of che 
death ending. Thele thinges are certaine 
to all them that beleeue in Chꝛiſt, but to 


them that doe not beleeue they are other- | 


Wherefoze if thou wouldeſt kiſſe, loue 

and embzace the coate of Chꝛiſt, the vel⸗ 

ſells, waterpots, and whatſocuer thinges 
Chziſt hath touched, and which he hath v- 
ſed,fo2 moſt ſweece relicks, as conſecrated 
by his touching e bling them: why dooſt 
thou not much moꝛe loue, embꝛace æ kiſſe 
paynes, troubles of the wozld, ignominie 


and death, not only conſecrated by his tou: 
ching, 


'That labor and are laden. 

ching, bus alſo embzued and bleſſed with 
his moſt pꝛecious blood, mozeouer embꝛa⸗ 
ted w harty wil and exceeding loue, which 
vehemently moued him thereunto? eſpect- 
ally ſeeing 5 in theſe thou haſt farre grea- 
ter benefits, rewards x good things, then 
in thoſe relicks. Foꝛ by theſe thou obtay⸗ 
neſt victoꝛy oł death and hell, and of all thy 
ſinnes, and not by them, O, ik a man might 
haue beheld the hart of Chꝛiſt, when han⸗ 


ging onß croſſe he was diſtreſſed, that he 


might make death dead e contẽptible, hom 
earneſtly c ſweecely he embꝛaced death # 


paines fo? the fearfull and them that dꝛead 


death c paynes, how willingly he dꝛoonke 
of this cup to the ſicke, that we alſo might 


not be akraide to dzinke thereof, while we 


ſee that na euill, but onely good came vnto 
him bp rilinge againe: without doubt it 


would be pure mp2re , diſtilling krom his 
lippes, moſte pleaſaunt and ſweete, as the 
ſauour and goodlines ofthe lillies. Pereof 
ſpeaketh Peter in his firſt Epiſtle and 4. 
chapter: Foꝛaſmuch as Ch iſt hath ſuffe⸗ 
red fo2 vs in the fleſhe, arme pour ſelues 
likewiſe with the ſame mynde. And Paule 
ſapth Hebyz, 12: Conſider *. that en⸗ 
| | 


VVhat af- 
f ectiun the 
conſidera- 
tion of the 
euill aboue 
vs ought to 
breede in 


Vs, 
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dared ſuche ſpeaking againſt ok ſinners; 
leaſt pe ſhould be wearied x faint in pour 
mindes, 

Wbherefoze if in the foꝛmer conſiderate 
ons, which are of things ſet as yet beneath 
bs 82 by vs, we haue learned to ſuffer euill 
patientiy: ſurely by this laſt , which is of 
that p is now aboue #not by vs,welifting 
vp our harts vnto Chzift, and being made 
victoꝛs ouer all euills, are taught not onely 
to ſuffer them, but to loue, wiſhe, ſeeke the, 
And the farther a man is of from this affe: | 
ction, of ſo much leſſe force is the croſſe of | 


Chxꝛiſt in him, as it is in them that vle the 


ſigne ofthe croſle, and Chꝛiſtes paſſion a- 
gainſt euills and death, that they may not 


ſuffer noz die, endeuozing to attaine vnto 


that which is quite contrary to the crolſe 
and death of Chziſt.Tlhereto2e in this ſe- 
uenth conſideration it muſt needes be ſwal⸗ 
lowed vp and conſumed, whatſoener euill 
we ſuffer, ſo that now it doe not onelp not 
grieue,but alſo delight, howbeit if this cõ⸗ 


ſideration perſe the hart, x be fixed inthe | 


in ward affection of the mind. 


Thus much concerning the former table: 
the latter followeth. 
We 
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VV! E willdeuide the ſecond table 


into ſeuen conſiderations allo, 
contrary to the former: whereof the 
firſt ſhall be of the inward good:The 
ſecondofthar which is to come: The 


thirde of that which is paſte: The 


fourth of that which is beneath vs: 
The fift of that which is on the left 
hande: The ſixt of that which is on 
the right hande: The ſeuenth of chat 
which is aboue vs. 


THE FIRST CHAPTER 


of the firſt conſideration, which 
% of the in ward good. 


(= I c is able to number euen 


which euery one poſſelleth 
in his one perſon? Firſt 
how many are the giftes of 


| the bodye? as beautie , ſtrength, health, 


quicknes of ſenſe, wbereunto in the male 
kinde may be added the moſte noble ſer, 


whereby bs! is fit to doe many 99 both 
it. 


The gifres 


of the body 


— 


Her we 
N tale 
comfort by 
conſt dera- 
tion of the 
giftes of 


the body. 
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pꝛiuate and publike, and to atchieue many 


notable exploptes, whereunto a woman is 


vnapt. Nowe what a great matter is it, i 


by the bleſſing of God thou eniopeſt theſe 
excellent gifts ten, twenty, thirty peares w 
pleaſure, & at the laſt art troubled in ſome 
one of them fo the ſpace of ten daies? It is 
a common ſaping among notozions offen- 
ders: It is but one ill howzes matter, and 
agayne, A good howze is worth an ill 
howꝛe. hat ſhal be ſayd of 92 5065 enioy 
many good howꝛes, and wil not ſuffer euil 
ſo much as one howze ? We ſee therefoze 
in how great plenty we entop the benefics 


of God, ond with how fewe euills we are 


ſcarce touched, at the leaſt che moſt of vs. 


Our moſt gratious God not content with 
theſe good thinges, giueth mozeouer ri⸗ 


ches, abundance ok all things, if nat to all, 
ſurely to manp, and to them eſpettally that 
are weake to beare euills. Foz as J haue 
ſayd befo2e.vpon whom he beſtoweth leſſe 
riches, oꝛ giftes ofthe body, vpon them he 
beſtoweth moꝛe giftes of the mind, that all 
thinges may be equall, æ he a iuſt judge of 
all. Foz abundance of riches doth not ſo 


much comkoꝛt as a topful mind. Pozeouer 


be 
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he giueth vnto ſome goodly childꝛen, great 


| pleaſure, power, rule, honour, fame, glozy, 

fauour, c. which if he permitte to enioy a 

long time, pea but a ſmall time, they will 
eaſily admoniſh what is to be done in a li- 


tle euill. 
But the gifces ofthe mind are moꝛe ex⸗ How ve 


cellent then all theſe, as witte, Knowledge, 


iudgement, eloquence. wiſedom,# as in the 


other, ſo in beſtowing of theſe he blech a 
meane and equalitie, ſo that vpon whom he // 
hath beſtowed moze of theſe good thinges, he mind. 
he hath not cherfo2e pꝛeferred them befoze 


others, whom in ſteede of theſe he hath gi⸗ 
uen mo2e peace oz pleaſure of the minde. 
Nowe in all theſe we muſt with thankfuls 


nes acknowledge the large liberalitie and 
| bountifulnes of God, & comkoꝛt qur infir- 


mity, that in the multitude c plenty ofgood 
things we do not meruel, if ſome ſharpenes 
be mingled therwith, ſeeing that to delicat 
perſons neither roſtedmeate is liked with⸗ 
out ſauce, neither almoſt any other meate, 
which eyther hach not ſome ſharpe caſte 
ofit ſelfe,o2 is tempered with ſome thinge 
that hath a ſharpe taſte; ſo vntolerable a 


thinge is cogtinuall and onely ſweetenes, 


D iii. 


may be cõ. 
forted by 

conſidera- 
tion of the 
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that one ſayde rightly: All pleaſure by 
continuance maketh it ſelfe lotheſome. 
And an other ſatd : Pleaſure itſelfe at the 
laſt is a labour, euen becauſe this life is 
moꝛe weake, then that it is able without 
the temperature of euills, to enioy onely 
good thinges , vp reaſon of the overmuch 
aboundance of good thinges , whereupon 
hath riſen this pꝛouerbe, The bones muſk 
be ſtronge which tall beare good dapes, 
which p2ouerbe Joſtentimes conſidering 
do greatly maruell what a maruelous and 
true meaning it hath,that mens minds are 
contrary to them ſelues, who ſeke no other 
but good dapes, which notwithſtanding 
when they haue obtained, they can wozſe 
away with them then with euill. 

Now what other thinge are we taught 
hereby, but that euen in the very enemies 
of the cralſe, the croſſe is maruelous, ſo | 
that bythe meancs thereof all ought to be 
tempered and ſanctified leaſt they periſh, | 
as fieth muſt be ſeaſoned with ſalt, leſt it 
ſtincke and cozrupt. 

Why then doe we not moſt willingly 


receiue this tẽperature ſent of God, which 


if bethould not ſead, dur life which is _ 
ble | 
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ble continually to ſuffer pleaſures & good 
thinges, woulde pꝛocure it of it owne ac- 
co2de ? TAeſce therefoze howe truelp the 
wiſe man ſaid of God: Me reacheth from 
one ende to an other mightely, and louing⸗ 
ly doth he oꝛder all things. Il we thzoughs 
ly conſider theſe thinges, that alſo will ap - 
peare to be true which Poles laith Deut. 
32 Hehath bozne him on his ſhoulders, 
he hath carted him about, and kept him as 
p apple of his eye. Hereby we may ſkoppe 
the mouthes of them which vuthankefullp 
babble that there are moꝛe euill then good 
thinges in this life, when as there are not 
wanting infinite good thinges and ſweete 
commodities, but they are wanting which 
ſhould ſee & acknowledge them with him 
that ſayd: The earth is full of the goodnes 
of the Loꝛde. And agayne: The earth is 
full of his p2ayſe . And Jſal, 103: The 
earth is full of thy riches : thou haſt made 
me glad by thy wozkes.Hereupon we dai- 
ly ſinge: Meauen and earth are full of thy 
gloꝛy. TUhy ſo? becauſe there are many 
good thinges whereby he may be pꝛayſed, 
howbeit of them onely which ſee and ac⸗ 
enn this fulnes, Foz as we haue 
7 D ith 


44 Conſolations for them 
ſayd in the firſt conſideration of euils, that 
the euills of euery one are ſo great, as is 
his opinion # knowledge of them: ſo alſo 
good thinges although they come vnto vs 
abundantly on euery ſide, pet are they only 
ſo great as they are eſtemed. Foz al things 
that God hath made are exceeding good, 
vet are they not ſo acknowledged of all, as 
of them of whom p 103. Pſalme ſpeaketh: 

They contemned that pleaſant lande. 
1b may be Okthis conſideration we map in Job ſee 
4 moſt ex- g moſt goodly # ſingular example, who, all 
g his goods being tak? awap, ſaid: Shal we 
„ee, recelue good at the hande ol God, x not re⸗ 
paciently io Ct iue euilẽ a very golden ſaping, a migh⸗ 
ſuffer euills ty coinfoꝛt in tentation. Foz he did not ones 
if1he Lord i ſuſſer him ſelfe, but was tempted of his 
ue 7 owne wile to impatiencie, who ſapde vnto 
receive ſo him: Dooſt thou continue pet in thy perfe- 
many good ctnes? rurſe God t die: as if ſhe ſhould ſap: 
minges at It ig manifeſt that he is not God, who hath 
hx bande. fg foꝛſaken thee, why therefoze doolt thou 
truſt in him, & not rather denying and cur⸗ 
ſing him, acknowledgeſt thy ſelle mozcall, 
vnto whom nothing ſhal remaine after this 
life? Theſe & ſuch like thinges doth euer 
mans wife, that is his ſenſuality q coꝛrupt 
vnuder⸗ 
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vnderſtanding put into his mind in ß time 
of tentation, becauſe the ſenſe ſauoureth 
not the things that are of God. 

- Howbeit theſe are good things common 


to all: but a Chꝛiſtian is endued with farre 7 d 


better inward good things, as with 5 faith good chings 
of Chꝛiſt, wherok is ſpoken Pal. 44: Che - f a Chri- 
Rings daughter is al glozious within, her . 


_ Clothing is of bzoidered golde, Fo2 as we 
haue ſald entreating ofthe conſideracion of 
5 firft euill, that there can be none ſo great 
euil felt in man, which is the woꝛſt of thoſe 
euils that are in him: ſo the beſt ofp gond 
things that are in a Chꝛiſtian he him ſelle 
can not ſe, Foz if he did, he ſhould be fozth⸗ 
with in heauen, foꝛaſmuch as the kingdom 
of heaut̃, as Chꝛiſt ſaith, is wichin vs. Foꝛ 
to haue faith is to haue the truth & woꝛd of 
God: to haue the wozde of God is to haue 
God the maker of all things. Uhich good 
thinges howe great are they ? if they were 
reuealed to che minde, it ſhoulde in a mo⸗ 
ment be loſed from the bodye, bp reaſon of 
exceeding lweetenes and pleaſure: where: 
foze 5ᷣ other good things that we haue ſpo⸗ 

ken of are rightly ſaid to be as it were cer: 
tain Wan of thole good things, 


Frutes of 
the moſt ex 
celler r good 
thinge in 
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which we haue win, which God will haue 
commended vito vs by them, foꝛ ÿᷣ this life 
cannot ſuffer that they ſhould be reucaled, 
and therfoze God mercifully hideth them, 
bntill they haue increaſed vnto their full 
meaſure:no otherwiſe then louing parents 
doe ſometime gpue vnto their childzen 
trifles oz thinges of imall value, thereby 
to allure their mindes to hope fo2 greater, 
Notwithſtanding thep doe ſometimes 
ſhew out and put fozth them ſelues, when 
the topfull conſcience reioyceth in truſt in 
God, willingly ſpeaketh of him, heareth 
his woꝛd with delight and pleaſure, is rea⸗ 
dy and cherefull to ſerue him, to doe good 
woꝛ ks, to ſuffer euils, æc. All which are in · 
fallible tokens of an infinite and incompa⸗ 
rable treaſure hidden within, which diſtil⸗ 
leth foꝛth theſe litle dꝛoppes in ſmall mea⸗ 
ſure; although it ſometime commeth to 
paſſe that it is moze manifeſtly reuealed 
to mindes that are giuen to diuine contem⸗ 
plation, ſo p being as it were in a traunce, 
they can not tell where they are. Such 
were Auguſtin and his mother as they 
confeſſe of them ſelues , and many 0- 


thers. 
The 
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The ſecond chapter of the ſecond conſi- 
deration, which is of the good to 
come or before a man. 


T them that are not Chaiſtians litle 
comfoꝛt can be giuen in their euills by 
the good things to come, koz that al things 
be to them vncertaine. Dowbett that nota⸗ 
ble affection which is called hope, is here 


cauſe of great trouble. By which affection ern 
men comfoꝛt them {clues and bid one an o⸗ hope. 


ther hope fo2 better thinges , whereby we 
vncertainelp ſeeke after great thinges, be 
ing foꝛ the moſt part deceiued, as Chꝛiſt 
teachethof that man in the Goſpell Luke 
12, who ſapd: I wil puldowne my barnes, 
and builde greater, and therein will Jga⸗ 
ther all my frutes and my goods: and J 
will ſay to my ſoule : ſoule, thou haſt much 
goods layde vppe foꝛ many peares, liue at 
eaſe, eate, dꝛinke and be merie. But God 
ſaid vnto him, O foole, this night will they 
fetch away thy loule from thee, then whoſe 
ſhall choſe thinges be which thou haſt pꝛo⸗ 
utded? So is he that gathereth riches to 
him ſelle, and is not rich in God. 
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abr doh powbeit God leaueth not the childzen 
Goff e ol men ld, but in this affection to put away 
vncertaine Euill and attapne that which is good he 
hope to be comfozteth them: albeit they be vncertaine 
feuſtrate, & of the thinges to come, pet doe they hope 
wy. well, whereby inthe meane while they are 
14 ſuſteyned, leſt that falling into the euill ol 
1 deſperation, they ſuffer not the p2eſent c- 
' uill,and ſo doe woꝛſe thinges, Mherefoze 
even the affection of ſuch hope is the gikte 
ok God, not that he will haue them truſt 
vnto it, but be moued to ſounde and true 
hope which is in him alone, Foz he is 
therefoze flow to anger that he may bꝛing 
them to repentance, as it is ſapde Rom. 
2; neyther doth he ſuffer men to be decey⸗ 
ued by this deceitekull hope, if ſo be that 
they beginne from the hart and truely to 
i hope in him. 

But to Chziſtians, beſide thefe good 
' things, two ſoztes ofeſpectall good things 
. | ſhal alluredly come, howbeicby death and 

| 
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ſufferinges. Nom they alſo reioyce in that 
1 common vncertain hope vᷣthe pꝛeſent euill 
N ſhall ende, + the contrary good ſhall be en⸗ 
j creaſed, although they doe not ſo much re⸗ 
| card that, as they doe that their owne pꝛo⸗ 

per 


r ae. rr oc. i. cc 


* ED * ͤ 


That labor and are laden. 49 

per good is increaſed, which is truth in 

Chzſt, wherein they goe fozwarde from 

dap to dap, fo which thepboth line t hope. 

But beſide theſe J haue ſayd that two ef. tian 
pectall good thinges ſhall come vnto them fore by com: 

in deathe. The firſt is, that by deathe the [;1.,:;.- 
whole tragedie of the euills of this life is 3 eſpe- 
ended, as it is witten: : Pꝛecious in the 3 
light of the Lozd is d death ofhis Saincts. * ary 
And againe: J will lay me downe, and al- ne . 
ſo ſleepe in peace. Againe: Though the ;3,.a 4 
righteous be pꝛeuẽted with death, vet ſhal — 155 
he be in reſt. Whereas contrariwiſe to the Mon, 
wicked death is the beginning of euils, as % 
the Plalmiſt ſapth : The death ol the wic ,,45,., 
ked is very euill. Againe, Euils ſhal come call be in 
bppon the wicked man in deſtruction; ſo ref and 
Lazarus ſhall be comfozced, who hath ſuf; Pee. 
fered his euills here, whereas the riche 

glutton ſhall be toꝛmented, who hath here 

enioyed his pleaſures. Do it commeth to 

paſſe, that a Chziſtian whether he dye oz 

live, hath alwayes the better: ſo bleſſed a 

thinge is it to be a Chꝛiſtian, and to beleue 

in Chꝛiſt, whereupon Paule ſaich: Chziſt 

is to me life, & death is to me aduauntage. 

And n ſayth: Thether we live, 
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we line vnto the Loꝛd: oꝛ whether we die, 


we die vnto ÿ Loꝛd: whether we liue ther⸗ 
foze oꝛ die, we are the Loꝛdes. This ſafety 
Cizift hath obtained foꝛ vs, inaſmuch as 
he dyed and role agayne that he might be 
Lozd of the liuing and dead, being able to 
make vs quiet and lafe as well in life as in 
death, as the 22. Plalme ſayth: Though J 
walke thꝛough the valley of the ſhadow of 
death, J will feare no euill, fo2 thou arc 
with me. If this commoditie of death doe 
litle moue vs; it is a ſigne that the faith of 
Chꝛiſt is weake in vs. which doth not ſufli⸗ 
ciently eſteeme the treaſure and commodi⸗ 


tie ol a good death, oz doth not yet beleue 
that death is good, the olde man which as 


pet liueth too much, e the wiſedome of the 
fleſhe hindering vs. We muſt endeuour 
therefoze that we may know and loue this 
benelit of death. It is a great matter that 
death which to others is exceeding euill, 
ſhoulde be made to vs exceeding good and 


comodious. And if Chꝛiſt had not bꝛought 


this to paſſe fo2 vs, what thinge ſhould he 
haue done woꝛthy of ſo great a p2ice as he 
payed? It is a very viuine wozke which he 
did, and therefo2e it ſhould be no maruel to 
aͤnp, 
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any, that he made the euill of death excee- 


ding good. 
TAherefoze death is nowe deade to the 


faithful, and hath nothing terrible but one» Death can 


ly a certaine ſemblance and appearance. 

No otherwiſe then a ſerpent that is flaine, * 
in outwarde fozme and appearance he is 
terrible as befoze , but in very deede it is 
onely a ſeeming oz appearance of euil, the 
euill it ſelfe is nowe dead and harmeleſſe. 
Pea as in the 21. chapter of Numb. God 


commaunded a bꝛaſen ſerpent to be ſet vß, 
by the ſight wherof the liuing ſerpents did 


periſh: ſo alſo our death by faithfull and 
ſtedfaſt beholding of the death of Chil, 
doth periſh, and onely appeareth terrible, 
but can not hurt vs in very deede. So doth 


the mercye of God afozehande exerciſe vs 


that are weake, with theſe goodly figures 
oꝛ ſemblances, that ſoꝛaſmuch as death ci 
not be taken away, he map at 5ᷣ leaſt make 
the foꝛce thereof to be nothing but in outs 
ward ſhew and appearance only, fo which 
| cauſe alſo death in the Scriptures is cal- 
led ſleepe rather then death. 

The other good thing that commeth by 
death, is, phat it doth not onely ende the 


not hurte 


the faithful 
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Abe troubles and afflictions of this life, but 
| 55 2 which is moze excellent, it maketh an end 
-om:the öl vices and ſinnes, which maketh death 
conſſdera · farre moze acceptable to the faithfull, as 
zion wherof we haue ſapd befoze, then the good which 
„ N we haue nowe ſpoken of, Foꝛ the euills ot 
chris, the ſoule which are lines, are without 
compariſon wozle then the euills of the bo⸗ 
dy2. Which onely if we did knowe they 
would make death moſt amiable vnto vs. 
Nom if they do not fo, it is a ſigne that we 
doe not ſufficiently feele no2 hate the euils 
of our foule, TAhereas therfoze this life is 
moſt perilous, daungerous ſinne ſeeking 
to deceive vs on euery ſide, and we can not 
live without ſinne: moſte commodious 
death ſettech vs free from theſe perills, and 
cutteth of ſinne quite from vs, whereupon 
in the booke ol wiſedom it is layd in p2atſe | 
betktherighteous: He pleaſed God and was 
beloued of him, ſo that whereas he liued a⸗ 
monge ſinners, he tranſlated him. He was 
taken away leaſt wickednes ſhoulde alter 
his vnderſtanding, oz deceit beguile his 
minde. Foz wickednes by bewitching ob⸗ 
ſcureth the thinges that are good, and the 


vnſtedfaſtnes of concupiſcence peruerteth 
the 


— 
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the limple minde ( D howe true are theſe 
things and confirmed by daily experience? 
Though he was ſoone deade; pet fulfilled 
he much time, koꝛ his ſoule pleaſed God: 
therefoze halted be to take him away from 
wickednes;” -// 
So by the mercie of God, death, which 
to man was the puniſhment of ſinne, is 
made to Chʒiſtians the ende of inne, and 
the beginning of like and righteoulſnes , 
UWlherefoze he that Toueth life and righ- 
teouſnes, muſt needes, not feare, but 
loue deathe, which is che Pmiſter of 
them, and meane to come vntothem: o- 
therwiſe he ſhall neuer attayne neyther to 
Ipfe no2 righteouſnes, Nowe he that can 
not doe this, let him pꝛape vnto* God, 
that he may. Fo therefoze are we taught 
to ſaye; Thy will be done, becauſe we of 
our ſelueg, are not able to doe it, whoe 
fearingeveathe., doe loue death and ſinne 
rather then life and righteouſnes', Foz, 
that God ozdapned deathe fo? the aboli- 
ſhinge of ſinne it mape hereof be gathe- 
red ;:fo2 that he enioyned deathe to Adam 
by and by after he had ſinned, as it were 


amendes of ſinnes, and _ befoze he 
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caſte him out of Paradiſe, that he might 
ſhewe vnto vs that deache wozketh no e- 
uill, but all good in vs, ſeeing that it was 
enioyned in paradiſe as it were repentance 
and ſatisfaction. It is true in deede that 
death entred into the woꝛlde by the malice 
ofthe Deuill, but it is to be attributed to 
the ſingular goodnes of God that deach 
being ſo entred, he not onely ſuffered it not 
to hurt, but ozdapned it euen from the be: 
ginning thereof fo2 the puniſhment and 
death ol ſinne. 

Fo? this he ſigniſied, whereas when he 
had ſirſt denoſiced death vnto Adam, in his 
commaundement that he ſhould nat eate of 
the tree of knowledge, he afterward not- 
withſtanding! did notholde his peace, but 
did againe enioyne death, # tempered the 
rigour of his firſt denouncing, yea did not 
ſo much as make mention of death in any 
ſillable, but onely ſayde: In the ſweate of 
thy face ſhalt thou eate bꝛead, till chou be 
turned againe into the ground, faz out ot it 
waſt thou taken: Duſt thou art, and into 
duſt ſhalt thou be turned again. As though 
he then hated death, which he would nat ſa 


much as name, acco2ding to that _— 
8 | 
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De endureth but a while in his anger, but 
in his fauour is life. Me ſeemed in thus 
ſpeaking, that, vnleſſe death had bene ne⸗ 
ceſſary foz þ aboliſhing of inne, he woulde 
not ſo much as mention o2 name it, much 
leſſe enioyne it. So againſt ſinne which 
had wꝛought death, the emulation of God 
: 


armeth no other thing but death ic ſelfe, ſo 

that here thou mapſt ſee that ſaping of the 

Poet veriſted, that the wozker of death 15e e 
doth periſhe by his owne wozke , and that def»yed 5 
ſinne is deſtroyed by it owne pꝛoper frute, #* ene 
and is ſlayne by death which it bꝛought ws e 
foꝛth, as the viper of her ofſpꝛing. This is , dea 

a moſt goodlp light, to ſee how ſinne is, not whichs 1 it 

by an others, but by it owne pꝛoper woꝛke one proper 
deſtroyed ſlayne with it owne weapon, & Fe. 

as of Goliath, ſo 5 head thereof cut of with 

it omne ſwoꝛde. Fo2 Goliath was a figure 

of ſinne, a terrible Champion to all, except 

litle Dauid, that is, Chꝛiſt, who alone o⸗ 

uercame him, and cut of his heade with his 

owne ſwoꝛde . If therefoꝛe we meditate vp⸗ 

von che iopes of this power of Chꝛiſt, and 

| vponthegiftes of his grace, why ſhould a 

little euil trouble vs, when as in ſo great an 

euill to comg we ſee lo Et good thinges? 

| " 


: ome be ginning wherof is: O Lozd,thou haſt tri⸗ 
lee l ed me, where among other things woude- 
ring at pꝛouidence of God ouer him, he 
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The third chapter of the third conſiderati- 
on, which is of the good paſt, 

or behind a man. 


T ve conſideration of this good is eaſte, 

by the contrarp conſideration of the e⸗ 
uil paſt, we thinke it ſufficient only to help 
Vie are him that ſhal cdſider hereof. Herein B. Aus 
moued to guſtin doth excellently well in his confeſſi⸗ 
22. / ons, where in a moſt goodly ſoxthe rehear: 
abe good eth ß benefits of God beſtowed vpon him 
pala is from his mothers wombe. The ſame doth 


f Gods Dauid in that notable 13 8. Plalme, 5 be⸗ 


on vr 
tofore, and 


to rake cõ- ſayth: Thou vnderſtandeſt my thoughts 
for: there- Jong befoꝛe: thou compalleft mp paths x 
6y,6y ihe mp lping downe. As if he ſapd: Whatloe- 


examples uer Jhaue euer thought, whatſoeuer J 


der, fer, haue wought , and whatſoeuer J was to 


by our orn obtàpne oz poſſeſſe, I ſee now, how it was 


experience. not done by mine owne induſtry but oꝛdai⸗ 
ned by thy care long befoze , Finally thou 

haſt fozeſeene all mp wapes: and there is 

not a woꝛd in my tongue, where thenꝰeuen 

in thy power. Thele thinges we learne by 

1 our 
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our owne experience. Foz if we call co 
minde our life paſt, is it not a wonderful 
thinge that we haue thought, willed, done. 
and ſayd ſuch thinges, as we neuer coulde 
fozeſee, but would haue done farre other 
thinges , if we had bene leſt to our owne 
free will, which we nowe firſt perceiue, 
namely we ſee that the hande of God hath 
bene ſo pꝛeſent with vs, that his care hath 
bene lo conſtant ouer bs, that we couldnet- 
ther haue ſpoken , neither willed noz 
thought thoſe thinges which we haue, vn- 


les he had giut abilitie, as it is.{ayd in the 


booke of wiledom chap, 7: In his hande 
are both we and our wozdes, And Paule 
ſaythe: who wozketh all thinges in vs. 
- Whythen are we not aſhamed being ſenſ⸗ 
leſle and hard harted, who being taught by 
our owne experience, doe ſee howe careful 
the Lozde hathe bene foz vs vntill chis 
howꝛe, and hath giuen vs all good things? 
and yet we can not committe the ſame care 
of vs to him in a ſmall pꝛeſent euill, but 
we ſo behaue our ſelues, as thoughe he 
had fo2ſaken bs, 02 coulde by any meanes 
foxſake vs, Dauid did not ſo in the 39, 
Plalme, where he * : =p fkoz me, 
| in. 
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Jam poo2e Eneedp,but the Lode careth 
fo: me. How ſhould he not, ſapth B. Augu - 
ſine, haue care of chee, when as thou art 
now that which he would that thou ſhoul- 
deſt be? But we part the rule betwene God 
and vs: we attribute this vnto him that he 
hath made vs, and pet we ſcarce oz faintly 
do that, we arrogate to our ſelues the care 
ok our ſelues, as though he had made vs, e 
had byandby gone awap, leauing vs in our 
owne power to be ruled and gouerned. 
Ibu, Ik ſo be that our owne wiledom & coune 
»:/ doe ſels hinder vs, that we can not ſee this care 
when of God ouer vs, when as perhaps many 
through the thinges fall out accoꝛding to our purpo⸗ 
6:ndner of (eg,let vs with Dauid Pſal. 138 enter in- 
»iſedom g- to conſideration of our ſelues. Ie ſapth: 
»»derſtan. My bones are not hid from thee , which 
ding we can thou haſt. made in a ſecret place, (that is, 
not ſee the thou dideſt ſee and make my bones in the 
5756 mY d mombe of my mother, when as J pet was 
not, when as my mother did not yet know 
what was done in her) neither is it hid 
from thee that J was faſhioned in the nea⸗ 
ther parts of the pearth (that is, the ſhape 
o2 foʒme of mp bodye in the moſt inward 
| bowells of mp mother was nat hid * 
thee, 


W 
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thee, foꝛ that thou didſt frame it). What 
doth the Pꝛophet meane by theſe wozdes, 
but co declare vnto vs by this notable ex- 
ample, what care God hath alwapes had 


ol vs without che knowledge oz meancs of 
our ſelnes?Fo2 who canglozy that he hach 


bene a meane 02 helpe that he might be fa⸗ 
ſhioned in his mothers wombe * Tho 
made the mother haue a care co giue ſuck; 
to nouriſh, loue, and doe all ſuch duties of a 
mother, when we did not as yet perceiue 
our life, pea whereof (vnleſle ſeeing the 
like done in others, we did beleeue-that 
they were alſo done to vs) we ſhould know 
oz remember nothing at all, fozaſmuchas 


theſe thinges were done vnto vs, no other · 


wile then to them that ſleepe, yea to them 
that be dead, oꝛ rather to them that are not 
yetbozne, as much as pertapnech to our 
knowledge. 

So we lee howe without knowledge oꝛ 
meanes of our ſelues we entoye the mer⸗ 
cies and conſolations of God: Me not⸗ 
withſtanding as pet dout, o euen deſpeire, 
that he hath care of vs euen at this day. 
hom this experience will not teach and 
th des kyowe not what * teach e moue 

lit, 


rr . 


"> 14 1 MM - # * ., **J _— +4,” WE L242 ik A 4. My — Ez RR” 9” "I — » 4 — _ * 128 bt - 32 — r 1 88 P — . 
— Y — i 3 r 0 C 2 W N 4 Wo N IS. „ — Wh * - 2 9 Bi 4 * R . IT 26; * ſe 8 1 YOY\ 8 y 2 - 1 — 

Y*: — 2 . * cf RF. ws 7 2 e PPC — . , 1 Borg $45 U — an. 3 * re L 2 . + la + " Fe 

> Os wg ACE I A IK * ä . : © 9 * 7 — . 3 . r * = 8 

. Wo 125 N 3 n N Wer £ . 2 7 = 4 — n 7 * 

, * We * 255 *% * 7 Var wo 3" us — Woh WE.» +. * - „ ts” ae 3 ee 0 OR. > ” ma $ — 2 . a 
© * n B : Wy * 8 4 "2p „ e 2% <5 * * A 
* 


VYe muſt 
caſt our 
care on 
God for 
that he ca- 
reth for vi. 
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bim. Foz we ſee this moſt manifeſtly ap⸗ 


greatly aſhamed, if we dout that euen the 


peare vnto vs cummonſy in all infantes, ſo 
that ſo many examples ſet forth to our fol- 
Ip ſchardues, ought woꝛthely to make vs 


leaſt good 02 euillcommeth vnto vs with⸗ 
out the ſingular care of God. Bleſſed Pe· 
ter ſayth: Caſt all your care on him, ſoꝛ he 
careth fo2 you. And Dauid ſayth Pſal. 3 6. 
Caſt thy care vponthe Loꝛde, and he ſhall 
feede thee. Poꝛeauer B. Auguſtine ſapth 
vnto his ſoule in his confeſſions; hy tis 
deſt chou bpon thy ſelle and ſtandeſt not in 
deede ? caſt thy ſelfe vpon him, foꝛ he will 
not withdꝛaw his hand that thou maiſt fal. 
And againe Peter ſapth, 1. et. 4: Wiher- 
fozeler them that ſuffer accoꝛding to the 
will of God, commit their ſoules to him in 
wel doing, as vnto a fairhiull Creatoz. 
O, i a man knew his God alter this ſozt, 
hom ſecure, how quiet, how pleaſãt ſhould 
he be / Such a one ſhould haue God true 
ly, knowing aſſuredly that all his thinges 


whatſoeuer they be, haue come & doe come 


unto him, by the direction and diſpoſing of 

God his maſt ſweete will. The ſaying ol 

Peter ſtandeth certaine, he cargth fo2 pou, 
| | BY hat 
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What can we heare moze ſweete & pleas 
ſant chen this ſaying ? therefo2ze-ſapth he, 


calf all your care vpon him. It we doe not hat vill 
this, what doe we elſe, but endeuour to let e ve 
c hinder the care of God, & alſo make our vet our 


life vnto our ſelues troubleſom, painefuli, 
tareful, by many feares, cares #croubles? 
and that in vaine, foz we doe not any thing 
hereby further our reſt oꝛ quietnes, but as 
the Pꝛeacher in his booke{apth ; This is 
a vanitte of vanities, c bexation of the ſpi⸗ 
rit. Foz in all the ſame booke he ſpeaketh 
of experience hereof, inaſmuch as he had 
tried many things fo2 him ſelfe, and in all 
notwithſtanding he fbunde nothing but la 
bour, vanitie & vexation of che ſpirit:ſo that 
he concludeth, that it is the gift of God, if a 
man eate # dꝛinke, x reioice with his wife, 
that is, liueth without care, committing 5 
care of him ſelfe vnto God. Wiherefoze we 
ought to haue no other care of our ſelues, 
thẽ we map not be careful fo2 our ſelues, 
e may commit the care oł vs vnto God. As 
fo2 other things that might be ſpokẽ here, 
euery one may as I haue ſayd know them 
by the contrary conſideration, and by cal⸗ 
ling to mind his whole life paſt. 
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| The Gor chapter of the fourth conſi ts. 
ration, which is of the good be- 
neath vs. 101 


Hare, we baue ſeene the good chings 
which are our owne, and in our ſelues, 
we will nowe conſider thoſe that are in o⸗ 
thers, and without vs: the firſt whereof is 
in them which are beneach vs, that is the 
dead and damned. Mowbeit it ſeemeth ve⸗ 
ry ſtraunge, that any good can be found in 
the deade and damned. But the power of 
5 diuine goodnes is euery where ſo great, 
By compa· that it maketh that we may ſe good things 
ring 17 „„ euen in the greateſt euils. Nom let vs firſt 
3 vin compare them with our ſelues, then ſhall 
aur owne, we lee our ineſtimable commodities, as it 
ve ſhall per map eaſily be vnderſtoode by the contrarp 
ceive he "conſideration of euills. Foz as great euils 
exceeding of death and hel as we ſee in them, ſo great 


r 6:48 without dout doe we ſee our commodities 
vu c te td be, yea and ſo much greater, as their e⸗ 

ineſtimable uills are greater. All which are not to be 
cimodiies lightly paſſed ouer, foaſmuch as they doe 
ve greatly commende vnto vs the exceeding 


. þ;z mercie of God. And it is to be feared, that 
goodnes, | if 
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if we make ſmall account of theſe, we ſhall 
be found vnthankefull; and condemned to 
gither with them, oꝛ tozmented wozlſe, fox 
that the moꝛe we ſee them to be grieued # 
ſozrowfull, ſo much moze ought we to re⸗ 
toyce foꝛ Gods goodnes toward vs, accoz- 
ding to that ſaying in Elai chap.65: Be⸗ 
hold, my ſeruaunts ſhall eate, but pe ſhall 
haue hunger: behold, my ſeruaunts ſhall 
dzinke, but ye ſhall ſuffer thirſt: beholde, 
my ſeruaunts ſhall be merie but ye ſhallbe 
confounded : behold my ſeruaunts ſhallres 
toyce foꝛ very quietnes of hart, but ye ſhal 
trie fo2 ſozrowe of harte, and complapne 
fo2 vexation ofminde : pour name ſhall ye 
| leaneacciirſed amonge my choſen, cc. Fi- 
nally as J haue ſaid, che examples of them 

That die ill, and are condemned, as B. Gꝛe⸗ 
goꝛie ſayth in a certaine Dialogue, ought 
to bzinge this good vnto vs, that they 
ſhoulde admoniſhe and teach vs, that he is 
bapppe, whome other mens harmes doe 
make to beware. Powbeit this good, fozaſ⸗ 
much as it is commonly knoume, doth litle 
moue vs, when as notwithſtanding it is to 
be counted amonge the chiefe , and is not 
lightly eſteemed ol them chat are wile:foz: 
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aſmuch as a great part of the holy Strip⸗ 
ture tendeth hereunto, namely where it is 
taught ofthe wzach, judgements # thzeats 
nings of God. Which moſt wholſome do⸗ 
ctrine, the examples of the moſt miſerable 
ſhould make moſt wholſom vnto vs, which 
then begin g be eflectuall, when we are ſo 
affecced as they are which ſuffer them, and 
as though we were in their place and per⸗ 
ſon, Foz then they wil moue and admoniſh 
vs to pꝛayſe his goodnes, who hath prelere 
ued vs from thoſe thinges, | 

The conſi- | Theſe dead damned mult be compared 
deracion of alſo with God him ſelfe, whereby we may 
1e lee the diuine tultice in them. This albeit 
ned owghs it be harde, pet mult we endeuour ta doe it. 
ro mon vr F 02 ſeeing that God is a iuſt Judge, his 
to reioyce iuſtice muſte be loued and pꝛayſed: and 
in God, and therfoꝛe muſt we reioice in God euen then 
e when hedeſtroyeth the euill both in bodx 
»/ice, and ſoule, becauſe in all tbeſe bis entire and 
' vnſpeakeable iuſtice ſhineth. Wherefozz | 

hell alſots full of God and the ſouereigne 
good as well as heauen, Foz the iuſtice of 
God is God himſelfe , and God is the fo- 
uereigne good, As his mercie therefoze, 


ſo alſo bis iuſtice oz iudgemẽt ought with 
* 
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moſt hartie affection to be loued, and moſt 
highly to be extolled and pꝛayſed. Mhere⸗ 
upon Dautd ſapech ; The righteous ſhall 
reiopce when he ſeech the vengeance 3 he 
_ Hall waſhe his handes in the blood of the 
wicked. Foz this cauſe the Lozde fozbav 
Samuell 1. Ringes, 16, that he ſhoulde 
mourne nomote fo2 Saul, ſapinge: Howe 
longe wile thou mourne foz Saul, ſeeing 
I haue caſt himawaye from reigning o⸗ 
uer Iſraell ? As ifhe ſayde ; Doth my wil 
ſo diſpleaſe thee, that thou pꝛeferreſt mans 
will befoꝛe myne? Finally hereupon come 
thoſe ſapinges of pꝛayſe and ioye though 
the whole JÞſalter, that the Loꝛde is a 
Judge of the widowes, and a Father of 
the fatherleſſe , that he will auenge the al⸗ 
flicted and iudge the pooꝛe: that his ene⸗ 
mies ſhall be confounded, the wicked ſhall 
be deſtroped, and many ſuche like. If as 
ny will with fooliſhe pitie haue compaſlt« 
on on that bloody generation, which flay« 
eth the righteous (yea euen the Sonne of 
God) c of that exceding great company of 
the wicked, he ſhal be found to reioyce at 
their wickednes, and to allow thoſe things 
that they haue done, being wo2thp to pe⸗ 
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riſh together with them, whoſe ſinnes he 
would not haue puniſhed: and he ſhal heare 


Ringes chap. 19: Thou loueſt chine ene⸗ 
mies, and hateſt thy frendes, Foz ſo ſayde 
Joab to Dauid, when he too much mour⸗ 
ned fo2 wicked Abſolon his ſonne. LUher⸗ 
toe we ought here to retopce at all the 
godlines of the Sainctes, and the iuſtice of 
God, who moſt iuſtly puniſheth the perſe⸗ 
cutoꝛs of godlines, that he may deliuer 
his elect from them. And ſo thou ſeeſt that 
not ſmall but exceeding good thinges doe 
manifeſtly appeare in the deade and dam- 
ned: namely, that the inturte of all the 

Sainctes is reuenged and puniſhed, and 
thine alſo if thou be righteous with them, 
TAhat maruell is it then, if by thy pꝛeſent 
euill he puniſh thine enemie, that is the 
ſinne of thy body, yea thou oughteſt to re- 
topce becaule of this moſt excellent benefit 
of Gods iuſtice, who, thou not deſiring it, 


ſo flayeth and deſtroyeth in thy ſelfe thy 
woꝛſt enemie, that is, thy ſinne. Mhereof 
if thou haue compaſſion, thou ſhalt be foũd 
a frend of ſinne, and an enemie of iuſtice 


wozking in thee: which thou muſt elpect- 
ally 


that ſaying which is inthe ſecond booke of 
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uills them ſelues, but becauſe of theſoue- 
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ally take heede of, leſt it be ſaydvnto thee 
alſo: Thou loueſt thine enemies, and ha- 
teſt thy frendes. As cherfoze thou oughteſt 
to reiopce on the behalfe of iuſtice being 
ſeuere againſt thy ſinne, ſo thou oughteſt 
to reioyce on the behalte of the ſame alſo, 
being ſeuere againſt the wicked, which are 
enemies of men and God, Thus thou ſeeſt 
that in the greateſt euills are ſeene ſingu- 
lar good thinges, and that we may retoyce 
in the greateſt euills, not becauſe of the e- 


reigne goodnes ol iuſtice that delterech | 
and auengeth vs, 


The fift chapter of the fift co 
which is of the good on the 
left hand. 


Ere we muſt enter into conſideration 
of our aduerſaries, who as pet remaine 
in this life (ſoꝛ in the chapter going be- 
foze we haue ſpoken of chem that are al- 
ready damned and in like caſe with the de 
ullls) theſe we mult beholde with an other 
affection, and conſider two ſoꝛtes of their 
good thinges. Firſt that they abound wich 
p | 
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The wicked tempoꝛall good thinges, ſo that the Pꝛo⸗ 
88 . phets haue bene almoſt moued euen to en⸗ 
Bound witb uie by their pꝛoſperitie, as Dauid fal. 
temporal! 72; My feete were almoſt gone, my ſteps 
good things had wellneare flipt :fo2 I freated at che fo- 
lich, when J ſaw the pꝛoſperity of the wic⸗ 
ked. And afterwardes: Loe theſe are the 
wicked, yet pꝛoſper they alwap', and in- 
creaſe in riches. Jeremie chap. 12 ſayth: 
O Lode thou art mote righteous then 
that I ſhould diſpute with thee, neucrche- 
leſle let me talke with thee inchinges rea 
ſonable: Howe happeneth it that che way 
ol the vngodly is ſo pꝛoſperous? and that 
it goeth ſo well with them, which without 

| any ſhame offend and liue in wickednes? 
God beſtow Thy doth he freely poure foꝛth ſo ma; 
* 1 ny good things vpon them, and loſe them, 
;emporalt hut that he may comfozt vs, and declare 
good hinge how good he is vnto them which are pure 
dyon che in hart as the fame 72 Pſalme ſapth , He 
wicked,that that is (0 good to the wicked, howe much 


15 "4 ,, mozegood will he be to the godly ? albeit 
ere? cõ he tryeth them with manp euills, ſo that 
not onely in the pꝛeſent good thinges, but 
alſo in them that be hid and as pet to come, 


thep acknowledge him to be good vnta 
\ them, 


fort vi. 
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them, and ſaye with Dauid in the ſame 
Plalme: As foz me, it is good fo2 me to 
d2awe neare to God, to put my truſt in the 

Loꝛde. As ifhe ſayde: Albeit J am ſom⸗ 
what troubled, inaſmuch as J ſee them 

free, notwichſtanding J truſt that God is 

muche moze gracious vnto me then vn- 

to them. And lo the viſible good thinges 

of che wicked are a meane to ſtirre vs vp 

to hope fo2 inuiſible good thinges, and to 

contemne the euills chat we ſuffer, ac⸗ 

coding to the commaundement of Chꝛiſt 

Patch. 6, where he biddeth vs co beholde 

the foules of the ap2e , and the Lillies of 

the ftelde,and ſayth? If God then ſo clothe 

the gralle of the flelde , which is co daye, 

and to mozrow is caſt into the ouen, ſhall 

he not doe much moꝛe vnto you, O pe of 

licle fapthe ? TAherefoze by comparing to⸗ 

gether the good thinges wherewith che e- 

uill abounde, and che euill which we ſuf- 

fer, our faythe is exerciſed , and wee ob- 

tayne comfoꝛt in God, which onely is ho⸗ 

Ip and true comfoꝛt, ſo that all thinges 

wozk together foz the beſt vnto ) Saincts. „ 

The other good, which is much moze e we. 

meruelous, is, that their — vnto vs Lean. 


1 = . cm 


wnto good | good, ſuch a care hath God of vs, Foz al- 


—_ 


weaher ſoꝛt, pet to the ſtronge they are an 
exerciſe of vertue, and an occaſſion moze 


—— their ſinnes be offenſiue to the 


ſtrongly to fight, & to obtaine a moꝛe gla- 


riaus victoꝛie. Fox bleſſed is the man that 
endureth tentation,fo2 when he is tryed he 


all receiue the crowne of life. Now what 
is a greater tentation then that multitude 
of moſt wicked examples? Hereof is the 
wozlde called one of the enemies of the 
Sainctes of God, fo2 that by che entice- 
ments and wicked wozkes thereof it mos 
ueth, pꝛouoketh and allureth from the wap 
of God vnto his owne wape, as it appea⸗ 
reth Gen. 6: The ſonnes of God ſawe the 
daughters of men that they were fapze, & 
they tooke them wiues ſuch as they liked 


from amonge them all. And Num. 25 it is 


ſayd that the childꝛen of Iſrael committed 
whozedom with the daughters of Poab, 
ſo . it is wholſom fo2 vs to be alwapes 
afflicted with ſome trouble, leſt that being 
weake, and ſtumbling at che offences of 


is commended of Peter 2. et. 2, fo} that 


be ſuffered many thinges by the moſt 2 
ed 


the woꝛld, we fal and ſinne.TAherfoze Lot 


Derr 
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ked example of the Jodomites, and increa⸗ 
ſed in righteouſnes hereby. It is needefull 
therefoze that theſe offences come, which 
map be an occaſion to vs to fight ⁊ obraine 
the viccozie. Notwithſtanding wo vnto the 
wo2ld becauſe of offences. J2awe if in the 
ſinnes of ochers God pzocureth butavs ſa 
great good things, how much moze ought 
we to beleeue with our whole hart that he 
will wazke good vnto vs in our owne cull, 
* the ſenſe and fleſhe iudge other: 
wile, 

No leſſe good doth the wozldebyinge...,. _— 
bnto vs on the otherſide of his euils, which 3½ 4d 
is aduerſitie. Fo whom it can not winne af1#5ons 
by enticements, neither adiopne to it ſelfe v che 
bp euill examples, them it endeuonreth by 5; e, 
akflictions to expell from it ſelfe, and to ,,,," _ 
trouble them bp painefull euills, alwapes cheir com- 
either ſeeking deceitfully to entrap them m-dicie 4 
by the example of the wicked, 02 cruelly . 
raging againſt thẽ by grienous to2ments, 

Fo? this is that monſter Chimerahauing 

a head fayꝛe like the head of a virgin, a bel- 

Iy terrible liae the belly of a Lyon, a tayle 

deadely like the taple of a Serpent: fo; 

the ende as well of the pleaſure as of the 
F ll. 
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tyꝛannie of the woꝛlde is poyſon and eters 
nalldeathe. As therefoze in the ſinnes of 
the woꝛld God hath made vs to finde good 
thinges , ſo alſo the perſecutions thereof 
are not in vaine and fruſtrate, but are o2e 
dained foz the increaſeofour good things, 
that euen in that wherein they hurte vs, 
they may be compelled to pꝛolit vs, as B. 
Auguſtine ſpeakech of Herode who ſlue 
the childzen: Me coulde neuer haue p2oft- 
ted ſo much by obedience, as he p2ofited by 
hatred. And B. Agatha went reioycing to 
the pꝛiſon as vnto a banket, ſaying after 
this ſo2te: Unleſſe thou make my bodye 

to be handled thꝛoughly of thy tozmen⸗ 


toꝛs, my ſoule can not with glozious vi⸗ 


ctozie enter into Paradiſe: even as the 
grayne if it be not well thꝛeſhed q beaten 
out of the huſ ke, is not layde vppe inthe 


garner. But why doe we here ſtande vp⸗ 


on theſe fewe examples ? ſeeing we knowe 
that the whole Scripture , the wꝛitinges 
and ſapinges of all the Fathers, the wozks 
and deedes of all the Sainctes doe agree 
in this, that they are moſte pꝛoſitable to 


the beleeuers, who ſeeme to be vnto them 


moſte burtefull » ſo that they be rightly. 
ſuffered 
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ſuffered and boꝛne: as Peter ſayeth in his 
firſt Epiſtle chap, 3 - And who is it that 
canharme pou, if pe followe that which 
is good ? And Dautd ſayeth Þlal.88:The 
enemie ſhall not oppꝛeſſe him, nepther 
ſhall the wicked hurte him. Howe ſhall 
he not hurte him, when he oftentymes e- 

uen killeth him? ſurely becauſe by hur⸗ 
ting he doth greatly pꝛolitte him. So we 
ſee that we doe on euery (ive dwell in the 
middes of good thinges, if we be wile, 
and pet allo in the middes of euils,ſomer- 
uelouſiy are all thinges oꝛdered by the po- 
wer ol the diuine goodnes. | 


The ſixt chapter of the ſixt con- 
ſideration, which is of 
the good on the 
right hand. 


T vis is the Church of the Saincts, the 7 £924 
newe creature of God, our bꝛethꝛen e wur- 121 

frends, in whom we lee nothing but good, 

nothing but conſolation, howebeit not al⸗ 

waies w fleſhly eies (ſoꝛ accoꝛding to out 

ward appearãce they are fo2 ; moſt part to 

be referred to the contrary conſideration 


F itt, 
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of euils) but with ſpiritual eyes. Although 
even thoſe their good thinges alſo which 
are ſeene with fleſhly eies, are not to be rec 
fected , but we may petteiue that euen in 
theſe God doth comfozt vs. Foz Dauid in 
the 72 Plalme durſt not diſalow of all that 
poſleffed riches in the woo, ſaping: If J 
ſhould ſay that I woulde jiidge after this 
ſozt, is then J ſhould cõdemue p gene rati⸗ 
on ok thy childꝛen, that is, if J ſhoulde ſap 
that all are euill, which are rich, healthlul, 
and had in eſtimation, J ſhoulde then cone 
demne thy Sainctes, of whome manp are 
ſuch. The Apoſtle mozeouer teacheth Ti: 
mothe to charge them that are rich in this 
world, that they be not hie minded, not fo2» 
bidding them to be rich. And ß Scripture 
declareth that Abꝛaham, Iſaac, and Jacob 
were rich. Daniel with his fellowes were 
had in honour and reputacion euen in Ba: 
bylon: finally many Ringes of Juda were 
holy men. Dauid therko2e coſdering chele 
ſayth: It I ould ſap that J would iudge 
ſo, I houlde rondemne the generation of 
thy childꝛen. God J ſap gtuerh to his abun» 
dance of theſe good thinges, ta the comfozt 
of them + of others, bucchele are nat their 
P20- 
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pꝛoper good thinges, yea they are but ſha⸗ 
dowes in reſpect of the true good thinges, 
which are faith, hope, loue, and othet gra- 
tes and giftes, all which are made com 
mon by loue. 

This is the Communion of Sainctes, 77%< 
wherin we reiopte. And who doch not glo- ©, a 1 

ry here euen in great euills, who beleuech we haue by 
a it is in deede, that the good thinges of be com- 
all the Saincts are his good thinges, that 2 of 
bis eutll is theirs alſo. Foꝛ this confidera-,,. , .. 
tion is moſt ſweete and pleaſaunt, whereof , god 
the Apoſtle admonitheth in the Epiffle, to he righe 
the Galathians in this ſaying: Beare pe nde. 
one an others burden, and ſo fulfill the law 
of Chyilt. Is it not good foꝛ vs to be here, 
where if one member, as the Apoitle ſaith 
1.Co0.12,ſuffer, all ſuffer with it: if one 
member be had in honour, al the members 
reioyte with it? Therefoze when J ſutler, 
I ſuffer not nom alone , all Chyiſtians ſicf- 
fer with me, pea Chzift him ſelfe; as it is 
ſayd: e that toucheth vou, toucbeth the 
apple of myne eye. Sa others beare my 
burden, their power is mine, the fayth of 

the Church helpeth my inſtrmitie the cha⸗ 


nutte ol "_ beareth the tentation ol my 
F iiii. 
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luft, the faſtings of others are foz my com · 
moditie, the pꝛaper of an other is carefull 
fo2 me, and bꝛiefly the members are ſo 
carefull one-fo2 an other, that thoſe which 
are moꝛe honeſt doe couer, keepe, honour 
them that ſeeme vnhoneſt, as the Apoſtle 
© notably deſcribeth 1. C02, 12. And ſo J 
map truely reioyce in the good thinges of 
an other, as if they were mine owne. Be it 
then chat Abe foule and filthye, yet they 
whom J laue, and with whome J reiopce, 
are fapze#goodly;by which loue J make 
not onely their good thinges, but euen 
them ſelues mine. MAhereſoꝛe my ignomi⸗ 
nie ſhal be eaſily honoured vnder their glo⸗ 
rie, their abundance ſhal ſupply my — 
Tho then tan deſpeire in ſinne ? who doth 
not reioyce in afflictions , foz that he doth 
not now beare his ſinnes and papnes, oꝛ if 
he beare them, he beareth them not alone, 
being holpen wich ſo many Sainctes that 
are the ſonnes of God, yea being holpen ol 
Chailt him ſelfe? So excellent a ching is 
the Communion of Dalncts. f the church 
of Chꝛiſt. 
Now if there be any that doth not be- 


leue that oe things are thus, he is s 2 
de 
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fidell, and hath denied Chꝛiſt c the church. 
Foz although theſe thinges were not felt, 
vet are they ſo in deede: but who doth not 
feele them? Foz that thou dooſt not de- 
ſpeire, that thou dooſt not become impati⸗ 
ent, who is the cauſe? Thyne owne powerd 
no ſurelp, but the communion of Saincts; 
Ocherwile thou wert not able to beare e- 
uen a {mail ſinne, thou couldeſt not ſuf- 
fer the woꝛde of a man agaynſte thy ſelfe: 
ſo nighe is Chziſt and the Churche. This 
is that which we lape: J beleeue inthe 
holy Ghoſt, the holy Catholike Church, 
the Communion: of Sainctes, Nowe 
wherein doe the Sainctes communicate? 
euen in good and euill thinges, all things ” 
are common amonge themall, as the Sa- 


As in the 


inthe bꝛeade and wine, we are ſapde of the one ok 
Apoſtle to be one bꝛeade, one body. Maowme nf 
who offendeth a part of the body, wherein "> 

be offendeth not the whole bodpe ? what . 2 
doth p litle toe ſuffer,; which ö whole bodp one though 
doch not ſuffer? what good is done euen to preſſed our 


the feete, wherein the whole body doth not J mn 
reioyte ? But we are one body: whatſoe- , 
uer an other ſullertth J (uler and beare ging po 
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pekers of 
his Supper. 
3 they 
be many, 


yes are hey df his. Who taking a peece of the bꝛead of 


one body, 
there 
fore com- 


municate 
both in 


good and 
ell, 
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it, and whatſoeuer good is done to him, it 


is done to me. So ſayth Chzilt, that it is 
done to him, whatſoeuer is done to the leaſt 


the Lozdes Supper , ts not ſayd to take 
bread ? who contemning a peece thereot, is 

not ſayd to contemne bꝛead⸗ 
-- UWherefoze if we be grieued, if we ſuf: 
fer, it we die, let vs remember and firmelp 
beleue and be aſſured, that not we, oꝛ that 
not we alone, but Chꝛiſt and the Church 
are grieued, ſuffer and die with vs, Chziſt 
would not haue vs to be alone in the way 
ofdeathe, which euery man dꝛeadeth, but 
the whole Church accompanying vs, we 


enter into the way of ſuffering and death, 


and the Church doth ſuffer moꝛe ſtrongly 
then we our ſelues, ſo that we may truely 
apply to our ſelues p which Eliſeus ſaid to 
his ſeruaũt being afraid: 4. King 6: Feare 
not, fo2 they that be with vs are moe then 
they that be with them. And Eliſeus pꝛay⸗ 


ed and ſayd: Loꝛd J beſeech thee open the 


was full of hozles x charrets of fire rounde 


eyes of this pong man that he may ſee:and 
2 Loꝛd opened the eyes of the pong man 
nd he looked: and behold the mountayne 


about 
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about Eliſeus. This onely alſo remayneth 
vnto vs, that we pꝛay that our eyes map be 
opened, that we may ſee the Church about 
vs, that, J ſap, the eyes of our faith —— be 
opened, then ſhall we feare nothing, but 
Hall perceiue that tobe moſt true which 
Dauid ſayeth JPſal. 1241 As the moun- 
taines are about J erulalem lo is the Lon 
about his people from hencefoth- and do) 
euer. Amen. 


The ſeuenth chapter of the ſeuenth confi 
| deration, which is of the 


good aboue vs, 


4 — nothing of the eternall and hea- 
enly good thinges which the bleſſed ens 
top in the manifeſt ſight of God, oz at the 
lead J ſpeake of them in faith, and as they 
map be compꝛehended of vs. 
uench conſideration is of Jeſus Chzitt, the ,. 
Ring ol gloꝛpe, rayſed from the deade : as ks 


'Sothis fe- % 


aboue vs, 


the ſeuenth conſideration of euills was of e _- 
him ſuffering,dead,and buried. Here we % 


map lee the chiefe top of our hart, and cer 


due conſt. 
de ration 


taine and ſure good thinges: here is no e · ,,,,,- 
uil at all, becauſe Chziſt being raiſed from rn geil. 


mot Geepe; he did not beleeue them chat tolde 


which Joſeph had lent to carte him. So 


5 4 4 
— * — 8 1 8 4 Y £ l 3 1 * 
bs bY ab ; 2 r 


80 Conſolations for them 
v dead, dyeth no moze: death hath no moꝛe 
dominion ouer him. This is the furnace 
of loue, and the fire of God in Sion, as 
Elai ſapth. Fo2 CThꝛiſt is bozne vnto vs, 
and not onely that, but alſo giuen vnto 
bs. CUhecrefoze his reſurrection is mine, 
and all thinges that he hath wꝛought ther⸗ 

by. And as the Apoſtle moſt notably glo- 
rieth Rom. 8: owe ſhall he not with him 
giue vs all thinges? But what hathe he 
wꝛought by ryſing agayne! He hath de- 
ſtroped ſinne, ſet vp righteouſnes, ſwal. 
lowed vp death, e reſtozed life: ouercome 
hell, and purchaſed eternall glozte. Theſe 
thinges are ineſtimable, ſo that the minde 
of man dare ſcarce beleeue, that they are 
giuen vnto him: as Jacob Gen. 45, when 

he hearde that his ſonne Joſeph was as 
line and gouernour ouer the lande of E- 
gppt, as it were awaking out of a deepe 


him, vntill they telling vnto him all the 
woꝛdes of Joſeph , which he had ſayd vn⸗ 
to them. ſhewed him alſo all the charretts, 


ſurely it is harde to beleeue that ſo great 
good thinges are in Chꝛiſt beſtowed vpon 


vg 
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bs that are vnwoꝛthpe, vnleſſe in many 
woꝛdes he declare the ſame vnto vs, and 
as he made him ſelfe manifeſt to his Dil⸗ 
ciples by often appearing vnto them, ſo he 
teach vs ſo to beleeue, as it were by char 
rets, that is, by vſe and experience. It is 
a moſt goodly and pleaſaunt charret, that 
of God he is made vnto vs wiſedome, 
righteouſnes, ſanctification and redemp⸗ 
tion, as the Apoſtle ſayth 1. Coꝛ. 1. Fo I 
am a ſinner, but J am caried in his righte⸗ 
oulnes, which is giuen vnto me: Nam 
vncleane, but his holines is my lanctifica» 
tion, wherein J am ſweetely caried: am 
fooliſh, but his wiſedom cartech me: J am 
damnable, but his liberty is my redempti ; 
on:ſo that a Chꝛiſtian which beleueth map 
gloꝛy ofthe merits of Chꝛʒiſt, and ot all his 
good thinges no otherwiſe then if he him 
ſelf had done them, ſo pꝛoperly do they be⸗ 
long vnto him, ſo that he dare now quietly 
locke foz euen 5 iudgement ok God, which 
notwithſtanding is intolerable. So great 
a thing is faith , ſogreac good things doth 
it obtaine fo? vs, o gloztous ſonnes of God 
doth it make vs. Fo2 we can not be ſonnes, 
vnleſſe we inherit the good thinges of our 
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father . A Chziſtian therefoze may boldlp 
ſay: Death, where is thy victozie / death, 
where is thy ſtinge, that is, ſinne ? foz the 
ſtinge of death is ſinne, and the ſtrength of 
ſinne is the law, but thankes be vnto God, 
which hath giuen vs victozie thzough our 
Lom Jeſus Chꝛiſt: that is, the lawe ma- 
keth vs ſinners, ſinne maketh vs guiltie of 
death. ho bath ouercome theſe two? 
Our owne righceouſnes ? our owne life ? 
No ſurely, but Jeſus Chziſt rapſed from 
death, who hath condemned ſinne & death, 
bath imparted his righteouſnes vnto vs, 
bath giuen vs his merites, hath layed his 
hand vpon vs, ſo that we are in good caſe, 
and doe fulfill the lam, and ouercome ſinne 
and death, ſoz which honour, pꝛayſe and 
thankes be to God fo2 euer, Amen. 

This therfozeis the laſt conſideration, 
whereby we are nowlifted vp not onely a- 
boue our owne euills, but alſo aboue our 
owne good thinges, and doe now enioy the 
good thinges of an other, gotten by an o- 
thers labour, who befoze were opp2eſled 
with the euills cauſed by the ſinne of an o- 
ther, and increaſed by our owne : We en- 
lop I (ap the righteoulnes of n 
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by he him ſelfe is righteous, becauſe we 
cleaue vnto it, by which he pleaſeth God, 
and maketh interceſſion foʒ vs, ę maketh 
bim ſelfe wholy ours, being our moſt gra- 
tious Pꝛieſt and Patron. As vnpoſſible 
therefoze as it is that Chꝛiſt in his righte · 
ouſnes ſhould not pleaſe, ſo vnpoſſible is it 
p we ſhould not pleaſe by our faith where 
by we cleaue to his righteouſnes. Where« 
by it commeth to paſſe that a Chziſtian is 
omnipotent , Loꝛde of all, poſſeſſing all 
thinges,doing all thinges,wholp without 
any ſinne. Aud although it ſo be that he Hr 
baue lines, pet can it not be p they ſhould e 
hurt him, but they are remitted becauſe of e nos 
d inuincible righteouſnes of Chꝛiſt which repe& of 
ſwalloweth vp all ſinnes, whereunto our e 
faith truſteth, firmely beleuing that Chꝛiſt 4 „nne. 
is ſuch a one vnto vs, as we ſaye. Foꝛ he „ _ 
that doth not beleue that, hearech in vaine, nne in nos 
acknowledgeth not Chziſt, neither know» pred co 
eth whereunto he pꝛoſtteth oz ſerueth, ner 
Wherefo2e euen this one conſiderati. 2 
on, if there were no other, map miniſter ä 
vnto vs fo much comfozc, if it be well and 


duely had, that we map not onelp not be 


grieued at our euils, but alſo reiopce in tri» 
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dulatlons , f carce feeling them by reaſon ok 

the top which we haue in Chꝛiſt. Ok which 
toy our Chꝛiſt our L oꝛde and God bleſſed 
foz euer make vs partakers, Amen. 
The n- By theſe my cogitations molt famous 
clan. ꝛince. witneſling after a ſoꝛt the duety of 
my ſmall abilitie, I commende me to pour 
moſt noble grace, being ready to perfozme 
greater thinges, if the power ok my ſpirit 
were accoꝛding to my deſire. Foz J will 
alwapes be a dettour both to euery of my 
neighbours, but efpectally to pour moſt 
noble Grace, whom our Lozd Je- 
ſus Chꝛiſt by his gracious good⸗ 

nes long pꝛeſerue among vs, 

t at the laſt bꝛing to him 

ſelle by a bleſſed and 


happy ende, 
Amen, 


Your Graces moſt humble and 
obedient ſubiect MARTIN rx v- 
Ln. | 7 
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